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1926-D  BUFFALO  NICKEL 

BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED— 
NEVER  CLEANED! 

Usual  Strikes! 

Catalogues  $300.00! 

Our  Price,  ONLY— $125.00 

$5.00,  GOLD  MATTE  PROOF 

A  Perfectly  Beautiful,  1908  $5.00,  Gold, 
in  MATTE  PROOF  Condition! 

ONLY  167  Pieces  Coined! 
$750.00 


1928  $10.00,  GOLD  CERTIFICATES 

The  ONLY  Type  of  Small  $10.00,  Gold 


Certificate! 
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Private  Gold  Coin  for  SMALL  Money! 

Very  Fine— ONLY  $395.00! 

1928-B  $10.00,  FEDERAL  RESERVE  NOTE 

Issued  by  the  CHICAGO  Bank — Crisp,  Unc.! 
Catalogues  $37.50  in  Friedberg  —  It  states 
“Redeemable  in  Gold  on  Demand  at  the 
United  States  Treasury  or  in  Gold  or  Lawful 
Money  at  any  Federal  Reserve  Bank." 

Type  with  Light  Green  Seal . ONLY,  $25.00 

Variety  with  Dark  Green  Seal  ONLY,  27.50 

RHODE  ISLAND  Obsolete  Bank  Note 

A  most  Attractive,  CRISP,  UNCIRCULATED, 
$5.00,  Note — in  BLACK  and  GREEN.  Issued 
by  the  Commercial  Bank  of  New  Port,  circa 
1857.  A  beautiful  vignette  of  a  Bald  Eagle 
on  the  American  Shield  in  upper  left  corner. 
ONLY  $2.50 
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Issued  by  the  Western  Exchange  Fire  and 
Marine  Insurance  Co.,  of  Omaha  City,  Ne¬ 
braska  Territory — "Deposited  by  BISHOP 
HILL  COLONY  (near  Rockford),  ILLINOIS!" 
Unlisted  in  Criswell.  Series  of  November  2, 
1857. 

$1.00,  Note — Indians  and  Locomotive  scene 
$2.00,  Note — Indians  with  Lance  and  Pony 
$3.00,  Note — Indians  Hunting  Buffalo 
$5.00,  Note — Sidewheeler  on  River 

In  our  Coin  World  advertisement  of  11/15/ 
67,  we  sold  a  similar  set  in  only  "EF"  at 
$75.00! 

We  are  able  to  offer  this  BEAUTIFUL  and 
RARE,  Complete  Un-Cut  Sheet  of  4  notes, 
at  ONLY  $55.00!  or  a  Complete  Set  of  4 
Single  Notes,  for  ONLY .  . $47.50! 


ANOTHER  INTERESTING  OBSOLETE  NOTE! 
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Bank,  of  New  Orleans,  La.  A  framed  portrait 
to  left  of  Benjamin  Franklin  as  he  appears 
on  the  FIRST  U.S.  POSTAGE  STAMP,  which 
was  issued  in  1847!  An  attractive  black  and 
gray  note  with  a  blank  reverse. 

A  Regular  $3.50  Value— ONLY,  $1.95 


1915-S  PANAMA-PACIFIC  EXPOSITION 
COMMEMORATIVE  GOLD  DOLLAR 

We  offer  a  few  Choice,  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
specimens  at  BELOW  Market  Value!  These 
are  CURRENTLY  selling  for  $62.50! 

ONLY,  $55.00 


1795  HALF  DOLLARS— 

ARE  BECOMING  SCARCE! 

We  offer  a  few  specimens  in  various  Grades 
to  suit  the  taste  and  pocketbook  of  the 
"Type"  Collector — make  no  mistake,  these 
18th  Century  Types  are  becoming  very,  very 
elusive! 

Very  Fine,  and  exceptionally  CHOICE! 

Catalogues  $525.00  . ONLY,  $450.00 

Fine,  and  Sharp!  Catalogues  $275.00, 

ONLY,  $240.00 

Very  Good,  figure  "9"  has  been  re-tooled, 
ONLY,  $75.00 

Very  Good,  sharp  date,  but  plugged, 
ONLY,  $75.00 
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a  memorial  to  absolutely  nothing 

May  is  perhaps  the  nicest  month  of  all, 

a  good  time  to  think  of  all  the  fun  and  games 

just  ahead.  And  so  we  again  show  as  our  cover 
coin  a  sporty  commem,  this  one  dating  back  four 
Olympiads.  This  is,  of  course,  our  subtle 

way  of  saying  to  you  to  be  sure  and  read  your 

Journal  from  start  to  Finnish... 

SPECIAL  FEATURES ...  Seems  as  though  the 
reading  has  all  more  or  less  gathered  around 
some  unusual  and  highly  interesting  topics.  A 
good  example  is  BOB  OBOJSKI's  masterful  coverage 
of  his  excursion  parisienne  in  which  he  presents 
some  real  insight  into  the  making  of  French 
numismatics.  You'll  enjoy  RAY  HEBERT'S  love 
song  of  long  ago  as  told  by  coins  of  the 
Sel j uks .  We  are  doubly  glad  to  welcome  once 
again  to  Journal  pages  the  prolific  Georgian 
J.  SHERROD  TAYLOR,  who  tells  of  numismatic 
treasure  that  really  counts.  Not  to  be  outdone, 
our  Northerly  columnist  BOB  WILLEY  explains  why 
the  term  "shell  out"  may  have  some  numismatic 
validity  as  far  as  Canada  is  concerned — in  a 
primitive  way  at  any  rate... 

BUTTONS  AND  BOWS... Yet  another  relatively 
unexplored  area  of  numismatics  is  brought  to 
light  for  the  first  time  in  the  Journal  as 
author  JANE  FORD  ADAMS  shows  and  describes  some 
amazing  examples  of  Coin  Buttons.  Sew  what?... 

HAVE  A  DRINK... or  pay  a  fine,  says  NEIL 
SHAFER  in  his  latest  Interest  Bearing  tale 
that  Lady  Luck  had  a  big  hand  in  writing.  His 
subject?  Mysteries  and  rolls  all  tied  up  into 
a  knotty  yarn  that  should  have  you  on  the  edge 
of  your  chair,  until  you  f all ...  asleep. .. to 
the  floor. . . 
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Catalogue  of  Belgian  Coins  as  from  1832  till  1964 ,  by  Frans  Morin, 
Boom,  Belgium,  1965.  Soft  cover,  87  pages,  illustrated. 

In  spite  of  its  somewhat  awkward  title,  this  pocket-size  publication 
is  a  simple  and  straightforward  reference  to  all  Belgian  coinage  plus 
a  few  commemorative  medals.  All  issues  are  listed  by  reign  with  mint¬ 
age  figures,  and  a  value  in  Belgian  francs  is  quoted  for  each  piece. 
The  state  of  preservation  for  these  values  has  been  given  for  each  type, 
and  apparently  reflects  the  best  condition  commonly  available  on  the 
numismatic  market.  Specifications  of  size,  weight,  composition,  and 
edge  are  listed,  and  illustrations  of  most  types  are  above  average.  The 
English  text  is  rather  sketchy,  and  seems  to  be  a  translation  of  the 
earlier  French  edition. 

A  comparison  of  Morin’s  listings  with  those  of  Craig,  Yeoman,  and 
Harris  reveals  a  number  of  discrepancies  of  inclusive  dates  cited  for 
many  types.  The  standard  reference  Monncties  et  Essais  Monetaires 
du  Royaume  de  Belgique  et  du  Congo  Beige  by  Charles  Dupriez  (1949) 
indicates  that  Craig  and  Harris  have  erroneously  listed  a  few  patterns 
as  regular  issues.  These  corrections  involve  date  changes  only  with 
the  exception  of  Craig  18,  which  was  never  struck  as  a  regular  type. 
Morin  classifies,  correctly  in  this  reviewer’s  opinion,  Craig  5  and  the 
former  Yeoman  11  as  medals  rather  than  coins,  though  he  differs  from 
Dupriez  in  this  respect.  There  are  nearly  forty  discrepancies  in  mintage 
figures  with  Harris  and,  although  time  did  not  permit  checking  all  of 
them,  it  seems  that  both  authors  have  made  errors. 

This  reviewer’s  only  serious  complaint  about  the  Morin  catalog  is 
his  continual  lack  of  background  information.  Dupriez  has  thoroughly 
covered  Belgium’s  monetary  and  numismatic  history,  but  a  brief  dis¬ 
cussion  of  such  material  in  a  popular  catalog  will  always  clarify  and 
enhance  the  appreciation  of  the  issues  involved.  In  all  other  respects 
the  book  is  highly  recommended  for  the  general  collector.  H.W. 


A  Catalogue  of  Modern  Coins  of  Afghanistan ,  by  Hakim  Ilamidi, 
Ministry  of  Finance,  Kabul,  1967.  Soft  cover,  54  pages  and  19  plates, 
available  from  Bebee’s,  Inc.,  4514  No.  30tb  St.,  Omaha,  Nebraska 
68111,  $3.50. 

In  this  43-page,  well-illustrated  book  the  author  has  ably  brought 
up  to  date  the  story  of  Afghan  coinage,  extending  the  earlier  works  of 
R.  B.  Whitehead  (Coins  of  Nadir  Shah  and  the  Durrani  Dynasty) 
and  of  L.  White  King  (History  and  Coinage  of  the  Barakzai  Dynasty) . 

The  book  is  a  thorough  and  dedicated  opus,  being  a  virtual  corpus 
of  modern  Afghan  coins.  While  the  specialist  in  this  field  may  find  a 
few  varieties  missing,  and  a  few  dates  listed  which  are  to  be  ques- 
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tioned,  these  arguable  issues  do  not  detract  from  the  general  utility  of 
the  work. 

The  author’s  style  is  agreeably  terse  and  lucid.  His  bilingual  skill 
provides  a  note  of  authenticity  frequently  lacking  in  translated  works. 
His  orderly  presentation  renders  the  book  readily  useable  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish-speaking  collector  who  otherwise  might  have  difficulty  in  bridging 
the  barriers  of  language  and  script  inherent  in  Islamic  coinages. 

The  present  edition  has  corrected  several  errors  which  existed  in  the 
earlier  Dari  edition  (1966),  and  has  been  expanded  to  include  gene¬ 
alogical  data  and  comparative  tables  of  dating  systems.  The  illustra¬ 
tions  are  numerous  and  for  the  most  part  quite  adequate. 

Regrettably  the  work  shows  evidence  of  haste  in  publication.  There 
are  still  many  typographic  and  editorial  errors,  despite  a  two-page 
errata.  The  numismatic  value  of  the  work  would  have  increased  had 
the  author  made  specific  reference  to  Afghan  coinage  laws  and  regula¬ 
tions.  Mintage  figures  would  also  have  been  of  interest.  These  data 
should  have  been  obtainable  in  Kabul  at  least  for  the  period  after  1929, 
when  Bacha-i-saquo  looted  the  treasury  and  burned  the  mint  records. 

(Editor's  note:  One  of  the  problems  of  transliteration  from  Arabic 
script  is  pointed  out  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hamicli  uses  four  different 
spellings  for  this  rebel  leader  at  various  points  in  his  text,  and  Col. 
Panish  uses  a  ‘fifth  here.  Wayte  Raymond  and  MWC  have  two  addi¬ 
tional  versions.) 

The  few  minor  shortcomings  of  this  work  do  not  diminish  its  status 
as  a  truly  significant  pioneering  effort  in  a  most  engaging  and  little 
publicized  field  of  numismatics.  Charles  K.  Panish 

Irish  Numismatics  Volume  I,  Number  1.  January-February  1968.  Six 
issues  per  year.  $1.00  US  surface  mail  and  $2.00  US  air  mail  for  ibe 
USA  or  Canada.  Five  shillings  for  Greal  Britain  and  Ireland.  Published 
by  Stagecast  Publications,  23  Essex  Quay,  Dublin  8,  Ireland. 

Irish  Numismatics,  the  first  commercial  coin  journal  published  in 
Ireland,  is  under  the  editorship  of  Derek  Young.  The  first  issue  con¬ 
sists  of  4  pages  and  is  merely  an  announcement  of  better  things  to 
come.  The  emphasis  of  the  journal  will  be  on  Irish  coins  in  particular 
and  world  coins  in  general. 

A  two  page  advertisement  listing  most  of  Ireland’s  coins  from  1928- 
1967  in  very  good  to  uncirculated  condition  at  very  modest  prices  is 
the  most  useful  item  in  the  first  issue.  Some  of  the  silver  coins  are  for 
sale  at  a  price  that  is  slightly  lower  than  their  silver  content.  Inter¬ 
ested  collectors  would  do  well  to  start  their  collection  of  this  series  as 
soon  as  possible  for  most  of  the  silver  coins  have  been  withdrawn  from 
circulation  as  their  silver  content  is  worth  about  2%  times  their  face 
value. 

Mr.  Derek  Young,  editor  of  Irish  Numismatics,  is  well  known  as  the 
author  of  Coin  Catalogue  of  Ireland  and  many  articles  on  Irish  coin¬ 
age.  He  is  also  a  well  known  TV  personality  in  Dublin. 

Six  issues  are  planned  for  this  new  journal  in  1968.  More  articles 
and  advertisements  are  in  store  for  readers  in  the  second  issue. 

Mr.  Young  is  to  be  congratulated  on  taking  the  initiative  in  getting 
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a  commercial  journal  started  in  Ireland  as  the  Irish  people  have  long 
neglected  their  attractive  series  of  “barnyard  coins”  which  is  very 
shortly  doomed  for  the  melting  pot  when  decimilization  comes  in  1971 
or  before.  It  is  hoped  that  interested  numismatists  and  dealers  will  give 
Mr.  Young  the  encouragement  he  needs  to  get  this  new  coin  journal 
“on  its  feet.”  Jerry  Remick 


Guide  llook  of  Wooden  Money,  Sixth  Edition,  by  Thomas  Hudson, 
Payne  Publishing  Co.,  Gardena,  California,  1966.  Soft  cover,  128  pages, 
$2.50. 


It  seems  there  has  been  a  recent  numismatic  boom  in  a  great  many 
collecting  areas  once  considered  “far  out”  or  “off  beat.”  Though 
wooden  nickels  have  been  with  us  continually  since  the  early  1930’s 
as  souvenir  items  (earlier  wooden  pieces  exist,  both  U.S.  and  foreign), 
there  were  not  many  serious  collectors  until  just  a  few  years  ago. 
Now  there  is  a  formal  organization  and  a  large  following  of  devotees 
of  the  series.  Various  publications  exist  as  aids  to  this  group,  and 
perhaps  the  one  which  comes  closest  to  filling  the  need  for  informa¬ 
tion  is  the  present  Sixth  Edition  of  this  Guide  Book. 

The  volume  contains  a  couple  of  pages  of  historical  data  followed 
by  extensive  listings  covering  the  various  categories  in  which  wooden 
nickel  issues  fall.  The  first  listing  is  that  of  official  issues  by  state, 
by  far  the  largest  and  most  important  part  of  the  book.  The  denomina¬ 
tion,  shape,  color  and  value  are  indicated  for  each  piece.  No  illus¬ 
trations  are  included. 

Other  listings  follow:  Semi-official  issues,  private  and  organizational 
pieces,  errors,  miscellaneous  issues,  Canadian,  and  foreign. 

Perhaps  a  more  sophisticated  reference  will  be  written  as  the  need 
grows  for  such  a  work,  but  the  present  book  certainly  goes  a  long 
way  in  opening  the  door  to  a  most  fascinating  aspect  of  the  hobby. 

N.S. 
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United  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


COAST  TO  COAST 


MARKET  STUDY 


A  four-week  coin  market  survey,  preliminary  to  our  annual  Red 
Book  compilation,  ended  in  mid-March  at  San  Francisco.  The  starting 
point  was  Philadelphia  where  we  met  with  several  coin  dealers  who 
proved  to  be  typical  of  eastern  dealers.  Other  cities  covered  by  this 
rambling  report  were  Los  Angeles  where  another  successful  Southern 
California  association  show  was  held;  Phoenix  for  the  Arizona  State 
convention,  and  Tucson  for  the  monthly  local  numismatic  society 
meeting.  San  Francisco,  the  wind-up,  included  a  visit  to  the  U.  S. 
Assay  Office  where  proof  sets  are  being  struck  and  assembled  by  the 
thousands  each  day  in  their  newly  designed  holders. 

It  was  evident  everywhere  we  travelled  that  most  of  the  dealers, 
especially  those  with  walk-in  trade,  were  preoccupied  with  silver  cer¬ 
tificate  redemptions.  This  program  will  end,  as  we  all  know,  June  24 
this  year.  Premium  offers  at  the  local  level  started  out  on  a  brisk 
rising  rate  from  a  base  of  $1.15  per  dollar  note  to  about  $1.45.  It  was 
all  good  profitable  fun  until  the  spot  price  for  silver  on  the  commodity 
market  sagged  below  $2  from  a  high  of  about  $2.20  per  ounce.  This 
brought  about  some  anxious  moments  and  caused  a  pile  up  of  deferred 
redemptions  by  some  dealers  who  held  back  for  a  better  price.  Thus  the 
silver  market  has  made  some  reluctant  speculators  out  of  “sure  thing’’ 
traders  in  these  notes.  To  further  divert  the  attention  of  these  mer¬ 
chants  from  normal  numismatic  pursuits  is  the  temptation  to  sell  off 
some  nice  coin  specimens  from  inventory  to  gain  funds  for  these  silver 
certificate  purchases.  There  are  those  who  will  become  a  little  more 
relaxed  when  the  redemption  deadline  is  past. 


Proof  Sets 


Proof  sets  are  today’s  conversation  pieces.  Price  quotations  on  sets 
from  1936  to  1964  are  best  described  as  cautious.  The  new  1968  sets 
are  starting  to  appear  here  and  there.  A  dealer  at  the  Phoenix  show 
bought  a  set  from  a  collector  for  $9  just  so  he  could  display  it.  It  was 
not  for  sale.  Bid  and  ask  prices  for  the  older  sets  are  slowly  rising  but 
in  an  irregular  pattern.  We  got  the  impression  that  most  of  these  sets 
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are  now  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  Even  those  in  dealers’  stocks  were 
largely  acquired  at  prices  higher  than  now  prevailing.  All  seem  to  be 
watching  each  other  as  though  waiting  till  the  price  is  right.  Evidently 
new  investors  are  needed  to  push  the  prices  up.  The  novice  collector 
now  receiving  a  1968  set  and  wishing  to  catch  up  should  help  to  start 
the  cycle  once  more.  Meanwhile  the  market  is  apt  to  continue  slbw  in 
proof  sets. 

Halv  es  and  Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  are  becoming  more  active.  Here  the  speculative  ele¬ 
ment  has  had  its  day,  and  now  individuals  are  trying  for  scarce  dates. 
Of  course,  the  commodity  value  of  silver  has  influenced  the  premium 
price  of  silver  dollars  as  well  as  that  of  all  90%  silver  coins.  Dealers 
are  offering  $1.90  to  $2  for  circulated  silver  dollars  in  collectable 
grades.  The  cheapest  uncirculated  dates  are  now  about  $3.50  retail. 
Certain  dates  are  climbing  fast  in  price.  For  example,  an  uncirculated 
1903-S  was  reported  sold  for  $345  (catalog  now  $250).  Early  halves 
are  active,  probably  owing  to  A1  Overton’s  new  catalog  on  this  series. 
West  Coast  dealers  told  us  that  early  date  half  dollars  were  harder 
to  buy  for  replacement  stock. 


Nickels 

“War  nickels”  are  scarce  in  any  date  or  grade.  Melting  operations 
for  several  past  years  have  all  but  eliminated  these  pieces  from  circu¬ 
lation,  and  holdings  are  being  bid  up  both  in  singles  and  rolls. 

The  1950-D  nickel  seemed  to  pop  into  conversations  from  time  to 
time.  At  the  time  of  this  report  it  was  going  at  $550  a  roll.  A  single 
coin  was  priced  at  around  $15.  Have  you  noticed  that  this  coin  is  a 
pretty  accurate  barometer  of  the  entire  coin  market? 

Commemoratives  and  Gold 

Commemoratives  are  fairly  stable  with  no  incentive  to  the  new 
collector  to  start  acquiring  the  series.  New  commemorative  coins  are 
needed  to  revive  interest  in  this  interesting  segment  of  United  States 
numismatics.  Professional  numismatists  as  well  as  individual  collec¬ 
tors  feel  genuine  chagrin  that  foreign  governments  are  garnering 
our  precious  dollars  by  selling  their  commemorative  coins  to  Amer¬ 
icans.  Moreover,  it  is  an  irritating  experience  to  see  stamp  collectors 
enjoying  regular  and  sizeable  releases  of  commemorative  stamps  year 
after  year.  We  are  all  still  puzzled.  In  general,  well  established  dealers 
have  good  inventories  of  commemoratives,  but  certain  issues  must  be 
bought.  Advertisements  apparently  are  not  true  indications  of  value. 
Strict  grading  will  bring  higher  prices.  Some  scarcity  is  shown  by 
higher  offers  for  Alabama  no  2x2,  Bay  Bridge,  some  Boones,  Califor¬ 
nia,  Cincinnati,  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  Columbian,  Connecticut, 
Grant,  Missouri,  all  Oregons,  Pilgrims,  among  others.  Most  gold  com¬ 
memoratives  are  very  weak  and  are  presently  selling  under  catalog. 
The  Pan-Pacific  $2.50  is  down  more  than  others. 

Gold  type  sets  representing  the  past  100  years  are  in  fashion  and 
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are  affecting  the  values  of  common  dates  in  each  denomination  and 
type.  The  twenties  especially  reflect  this  trend.  There  have  been  minor 
increases  in  gold  dollars.  Indian  quarter  eagles  now  show  strength  in 
all  grades  and  dates. 

Stellas  seem  to  be  weaker.  Reported  recent  private  sales  show  prices 
of  all  four  of  these  going  below  catalog.  Half  eagles  are  stable,  but 
most  CC  mints  are  fairly  strong  and  trending  higher.  Because  dealers 
are  paying  up  to  50%  more  for  fine  grade  half-eagles  starting  1880, 
prices  are  moving  higher.  The  Indian  category  in  higher  grades  from 
1908  is  stronger,  too. 

Eagles  in  CC  mint  dates  are  going  up,  and  the  Indian  type  dates 
are  also  rising.  An  exception  is  1930-S  which  is  still  feeling  the  effects 
of  the  well  known  hoard  of  this  date. 

The  twenties  are  going  at  higher  prices,  especially  the  St.  Gaudens 
type  1929  to  1932. 

The  market  in  foreign  coins  was  on  a  healthy  basis  just  about 
everywhere  we  travelled.  A  renewal  of  interest  in  Mexican  collecting 
was  evident  in  the  Tucson,  Phoenix  and  Los  Angeles  areas.  It  has  to  re¬ 
vive  there  first  if  it  is  to  be  strong  elsewhere  in  the  United  States. 

The  effect  of  new  mint  marks  is  yet  to  come.  A  few  consecutive 
years  of  new  D  and  S  dates  will  excite  interest  in  new  collectors  and 
bring  the  old  coin  folders  and  albums  out  of  hiding. 

What  we  need  soon,  even  before  new  commemoratives,  is  new  types 
of  nickels,  dimes  and  quarters.  Present  types  are  all  over  25  years  old. 
We  numismatists  probably  will  never  really  be  satisfied.  ♦> 


Journal  Back  Issues 

Packed  in  Library  Case 

Vol.  I,  1964  —  Sold  Out 
Vol.  II,  1965  — $5.00 
Vol.  Ill,  1966  — $4.50 
Vol.  IV,  1967  — $4.00 

Overseas  buyers  please  add  50£  extra  for  postage. 

- mail  remittance  to - 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal 

1220  Mound  Avenue  Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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Colonial  Americana 

I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial  collec¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare  individual 
items.  If  you  have  any  of  this  material  avail¬ 
able,  it  will  be  worth  your  while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early 
U.S.  coins,  colonials  and 
paper  money  for  type  collec¬ 
tors  and  die  variety  special¬ 
ists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condi¬ 
tion. 

WANT  LISTS  INVITED  —  PROMPT  RESPONSE 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite 

careful  inspection  of  our  approval 
selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colo¬ 
nial  coins  and  paper  money  to  spe¬ 
cial  order  for  the  individual  collector. 
May  we  have  references,  please? 

Let  me  make  offers  for  your  nice 
early  U.S.  and  colonial  coins.  You 
will  be  pleasantly  surprised. 

1965  Reprint,  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America,  postpaid  $12.50 
Early  Paper  Money  of  America,  by  Eric  P.  Newman,  postpaid  $15.00 

RICHARD  PICKER 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  coordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is  Ernst 
Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001.  Speci¬ 
mens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are  photo¬ 
graphed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recognition  of 
their  cooperation. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Another  commemorative  coin  is 
scheduled  for  release  this  spring. 
It  will  be  a  10  korun  silver  piece 
and  will  honor  the  centennial  of 
the  National  Theatre  in  Prague. 
More  details  will  follow  as  they 
become  available.  Information 
courtesy  Ladislav  Sin. 

HUNGARY 

Copper-Nickel-Zinc 

Tentative  Tentative 

Catalog  No.  Value  (Unc.) 


98  5  Forint  1967 . $1.00 

Obverse:  Head  to  right,  dates  at 
left:  1802-1894;  at  right  KOS¬ 
SUTH  (Louis,  the  famous  revo¬ 
lutionary  hero  of  1848).  Reverse: 
Arms  in  center  dividing  date,  mint 
mark  B.P.  and  value  5  FORINT 
below.  Legend  around:  MAGYAR 


NEPKOZTARSASAG.  Reeded 
edge,  27^4  mm.  The  obverse  of 
this  coin  is  similar  to  Y65  and  Y66 
dated  1946-47;  however,  it  has 
the  new  arms  and  new  inscription 
on  the  reverse,  as  well  as  a  differ¬ 
ent  arrangement  in  design.  It  is 
also  smaller.  Courtesy  Lauren 
Benson. 

INDIA 

India  is  joining  in  the  FAO 
coinage  program  by  issuing  a 
silver  10  rupees  coin  later  this 
year.  It  will  be  34  mm.  in  diam¬ 
eter.  Details  of  a  design  competi¬ 
tion  were  published  recently  by 
the  Ministry  of  Finance,  parts  of 
which  follow: 

A  cash  prize  of  1000  Rupees  is 
offered  for  the  design  finally 
selected  as  suitable.  This  design 
should  take  into  account  the  Food 
and  Agriculture  theme;  it  should 
show  no  objects  of  worship;  it 
should  be  drawn  in  a  200  mm. 
circle  with  space  left  around  the 
edge  for  the  words  “Food  and 
Agriculture  Organisation”  or 
“Food  for  All,”  in  English  and 
Hindi.  Silver  fineness  will  be  .800. 

More  details  will  follow  as  they 
become  available. 

Courtesy  Carlo  Valdettaro  and 
Santosh  Kumar,  both  of  India. 
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HAWAIIAN 

MONEY  AND  MEDALS 
1837  to  1967 

FREE 

by  MEDCALF  and  FONG 

Nearly  550  listed  and 
all  priced  at  Honolulu  retail 

Monthly 

PLUS  ten  pages  of  illustrations 
•  COINS 

Price  List 

•  TOKENS 

•  PATTERNS 

•  PAPER  MONEY 

including  many  reasonable  and 

•  MEDALS 

choice  offerings.  Just  send  your 

•  ORDERS 

name  and  address  to  be  placed 

ONLY  $2.50 

At  your  dealers 

ISLAND 

on  our  mailing  list. 

g «KowiH«y^fSsioN\  COIN 

EXCHANGE, 

Bruce  M.  Abrash,  Inc. 

INC. 

1891  Jeffrey  Court 

257  Pouli  Rd.,  Kailua,  Hawaii  96734 

Wantagh,  New  York  11793 

Honolulu  and  Kailua,  Hawaii 

Is  Buying 
and  Selling 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 


UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 
Write  tor  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

185  Main  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  coin  supply  catalogue 
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ISRAEL 

The  20th  anniversary  commem¬ 
orative  will  be  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel  on  May  2,  Israel’s  Inde¬ 
pendence  Day.  This  silver  coin 
will  be  minted  as  follows: 

35,000  in  uncirculated  condition 
15,000  in  proof  bearing  the  He¬ 
brew  letter  Mem 
Diameter  will  be  37  mm.  weight 
20  grams.  The  face  value  will  be 
10  Israeli  pounds. 

Issue  price  will  be  $6.50  each 
for  uncirculated  pieces  and  $12.50 
each  for  proofs.  All  will  be  minted 
at  the  Swiss  Federal  Mint  in  Bern. 

More  details  will  follow  after 
the  coins  are  released. 


Keeping  Up 
With  Experts 


Trends  and  values  change 
rapidly  in  our  hobby.  That's 
why  experts  read  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  the  tabloid  pio¬ 
neer  in  this  field.  Keep  Up! 
Send  1  Oyf  today  for  COPY 
OF  LATEST  ISSUE,  regularly 
2  5<f. 


MEXICO 

Olympic  Games 
Com  memorative 

Silver 


82  25  Pesos  1968 . 3.00 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


lola,  Wisconsin  54945 


5000  Lincoln  Pennies  $55.00 


2,500  pennies  .  28.00 

1,000  nickels  .  55.00 

500  dimes  .  55.00 

200  quarters  .  55.00 


Send  Money  Order  or  Certified  Check 

“GUARANTEED  100%  UN¬ 
TOUCHED  as  we  are  not  in 
the  Numismatic  business  or  full 
money-back  refund.  Counted  and 
bagged  direct  from  OUR  OWN 
VENDING  MACHINES.” 

Spend  a  profitable  evening  find¬ 
ing  valuable  coins  in  circulation 
throughout  the  middle  Atlantic 
states.  Shipped  collect. 

FREE 

A  combination  1^,  5 <f,  10<*  coin 
counter  and  100  coin  wrappers 
with  each  order  of  $55.00. 

Parkway  Machine  Corporation 

Dept.  WNJ 

715  Ensor  St.  Baltimore,  Md.  21202 
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ISRAEL  5  POUND 
COMMEMORATIVES 

For  the  past  several  months  these  have 
been  the  most  popular  items  in  stock. 
Fast  airmail  delivery.  Personal  checks 
O.K. 


1958  Unc . $  9.00 

1959  Unc .  12.50 

1960  Unc .  12.00 

1961  Unc .  32.50 

1962  Unc .  30.00 

1963  Unc .  180.00 

1964  Unc .  30.00 

1965  Unc .  10.00 

1966  Unc .  9.00 

1967  Unc.  $10.00,  Proof .  22.50 


Complete  set  Unc.  $350.00.  Proof  $525.00 
1967  Victory  £10  Regular  Issue  $7,  Speci¬ 
men  $14.00. 

Special:  50  Victory  £10  Unc.  $275.00. 

Our  current  list  offers  some  300  different 
crowns  priced  from  $2  to  $4500.  Sample 
copy  on  request.  Year's  airmail  subscrip¬ 
tion  $1. 

DAVE  &  SUE  PERRY 

Rua  Diniz  7 
Estoril,  Portugal 


CANADIAN 

SEND  FOR  OUR  FREE  PRJCE 
LIST  OF  CANADIAN  COINS 
FOR  SALE. 

WE  ARE  INTERESTED  IN 
BUYING  ALL  VICTORIA  & 
EDWARD  DATES  OF 
CANADIAN  COINS  IN  FINE  OR 
BETTER.  SEND  LIST  FOR  OUR 
OFFER. 


C.  F.  MARTIN 

SUDBURY  COIN  SHOP 

Dept.  WNJ  6S  Elm  St.  E. 

Sudbury,  Ont.,  Canada 


CHOICE  BU  COMMEMORATIVE  HALVES 


Satisfaction  completely  guaranteed.  Try  us  for  quality,  quantity,  courtesy,  promptness  and  price. 


1893  Isabella  25c. 

Paying 
Per  Coin 

.  62.00 

Selling 
Per  Coin 

69.50 

1936  Lynchburg  . 

Paying 
Per  Coin 

.  25.00 

Selling 
Per  Coin 

29.95 

1906  Lafayette  ... 

. 120.00 

149.50 

1920  Maine  . 

.  17.00 

18.95 

1921  Alabama  . 

.  32.00 

37.50 

1934  Maryland  . 

.  25.00 

29.95 

1936  Albany  . 

.  35.50 

39.50 

1921  Missouri  . 

.  92.00 

108.50 

1937  Antietam  . 

.  61.00 

69.50 

1923-S  Monroe  . 

.  10.00 

11.95 

1935/39  Arkansas 

Type....  8.00 

9.95 

1938  New  Rochelle  . 

.  44.00 

49.95 

1936  Bay  Bridge  . 

.  16.00 

17.95 

1936  Norfolk  . 

.  40.00 

47.50 

1934/39  Boone  Type  .  9.00 

10.95 

1926/39  Oregon  Type 

.  10.50 

11.95 

1936  Bridgeport  . 

.  16.00 

18.95 

1915  Pan  Pacific  . 

.  61.00 

69.95 

1925-S  California 

Jubilee  16.00 

18.95 

1920  Pilgrim  . 

.  9.00 

10.95 

1936  Cincinnati 

.  92.50 

107.50 

1936  Rhode  Island  . 

.  12.00 

13.95 

1936  Cleveland  ... 

.  14.00 

15.95 

1937  Roanoke  . 

.  18.00 

19.95 

1936  Columbia  . 

.  23.00 

27.95 

1936  Robinson  . 

.  16.00 

17.95 

1893  Columbian  ... 

.  3.00 

3.95 

1935  San  Diego  . 

.  12.00 

13.75 

1936  Connecticut  . 

.  31.00 

37.50 

1926  Sesqui  . 

.  10.00 

12.75 

1936  Delaware  . 

.  31.00 

37.50 

1935  Spanish  Trail  . 

. 156.00 

169.50 

1936  Elgin  . 

.  23.00 

27.00 

1934/38  Texas  Type  ... 

.  12.50 

13.95 

1936  Gettysburg  . 

.  28.00 

34.50 

1925  Vancouver  . 

.  66.00 

74.95 

1922  Giant  . 

.  16.00 

18.95 

1927  Vermont  . 

.  25.50 

30.95 

1928  Hawaii  . 

. 375.00 

419.50 

1946/51  B.  T.  Washington  1.75 

2.45 

1936  Hudson  . 

1924  Huguenot  ... 

. 160.00 

.  16.00 

176.90 

18.95 

1951/54  Washington- 
Carver  . 

.  1.50 

2.35 

1918  Illinois  . 

.  16.00 

18.95 

1936  Wisconsin  . 

.  22.50 

26.95 

1946  Iowa  . 

1925  Lexington  ... 

.  16.00 

.  9.00 

18.95 

18.95 

1936  York  . 

.  18.00 

20.95 

1936  Long  Island 

.  12.00 

13.75 

1925  Stone  Mountain  . 

.  5.50 

6.35 

CHOICE  BU  TYPE  SET,  (Complete  ALL  50  Pieces)  Paying  $1,900.00  per  set. 


SELLING  $2,095.00  per  set. 

RICHARD  M.  MUNIZ,  INC. 

Member :  AN  A— CNA— FUN— RCI)  A— TN  A— PNG— FCDA 
8990  Biscayne  Boulevard,  Dept.  WNJ,  Miami,  Florida,  Phone — AREA  305 — 751-3607 
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Obverse:  Arms  in  center  (the 
Mexican  eagle  holding  a  snake), 
value  at  left,  LEY  0.720  (fine 
silver)  at  right,  legend  on  top: 
ESTADOS  UNIDOS  MEXI- 
CANOS.  Reverse:  In  the  center 
an  ancient  Mayan  ballplayer  in 
native  costume  and  in  running 
position  to  left,  the  emblem  of  the 
Olympics,  consisting  of  5  inter¬ 
locking  rings,  below.  Legend 
around:  JUEGOS  DE  LA  XIX 
OLIMPIADA  MEXICO  1968 
(Games  of  the  19th  Olympiad  in 
Mexico  1968).  Lettered  edge: 
INDEPENDENCIA  Y  LIBER- 
TAD.  Weight  22.5  grams.  38  mm 
in  diameter,  struck  at  the  Mexico 
City  Mint.  30  million  pieces  have 
been  authorized.  Designer:  Lor¬ 
enzo  Rafael. 

Courtesy:  Jack  Friedberg,  Gim- 
bels  Coin  Departments. 

La  Scciedad  Numismatica  de 
Mexico,  A.C.,  has  been  appointed 
distributor  of  this  commemora¬ 
tive.  The  authorized  price  of  each 
is  $2.80.  All  orders  and  inquiries 
may  be  addressed  as  follows: 
Scciedad  Numismatica  de  Mexico, 
A.C. 

Apartado  Postal  18-856 
Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico 

PHILIPPINES 

Aluminum 


46  1  Sentimo  1967 . 10 

Obverse:  Head  to  left,  Tagalog 
inscription  1SANG  SENTIMO 
above,  numeral  1  at  left,  name 
LAPULAPU  below.  Reverse:  na¬ 
tional  arms,  inscription  REPUB¬ 
LIKA  NG  PILIPINAS  above, 
date  1967  below.  Plain  edge.  Re¬ 
ported  coinage  at  San  Francisco 


is  10  million  pieces.  Courtesy  Dr. 
M.  Crisologo  of  the  Philippines. 

WEST  GERMANY 

A  number  of  commemorative 
coins  are  planned  for  future  re¬ 
lease.  All  are  5  Mark  pieces,  and 
the  schedule  for  their  issuance  is 
as  follows: 

1968  D  (Munich)  mint  Petten- 
kofer 

1968  G  (Karlsruhe)  mint  Guten¬ 
berg 

1969  Fontane 

1970  Beethoven 
Courtesy  Alfons  Schneider  of 

Ingolstadt,  West  Germany. 

NEW  NICKEL  COINAGE 

Pure  nickel  50  Centavos  and  1 
Cruzeiro  coins  are  expected  soon 
for  Brazil.  Also,  Peru  will  soon  is¬ 
sue  copper-nickel  5  and  10  Sols. 

Information  courtesy  Kenn 
Henderson  of  International  Nickel 
Company,  N.Y. 


NEW  BOOKS  &  ACQUISITIONS 

Friedberg:  Paper  Money  of  the 
U.S.  6th  ed.  1968  $14.00 

Narbeth:  Coin  Collector's  Encyclo¬ 
paedia.  1967.  232  pp.  148  ills.  5.00 

Carvalho-Neto:  Catalogo  dos  960 
Reis.  1966.  85  pp.  ills,  vals .  3.00 


Slabaugh:  Japanese  Invasion  Mon¬ 
ey.  3rd  ed.  1967.  39  pp.  Ills.  Vais.  1.00 

Limpert:  U.S.  Postage  Currency 

1862- 1863  and  Fractional  Currency 

1863- 1876.  1946.  36  pp.  6  pis.  + 

ills.  .  8.00 

Limpert:  Classified  List  of  U.S. 
Postage  &  Fractional  Currency 
1862-1876.  (Price  List  for  above) 
1947.32  pp.  .  3.53 


New  Supplement,  No.  46C,  32  pages  of 
numismatic  literature  available  for  $1.00, 
refundable  on  first  $10.00  order. 

FRANK  &  LAURESE  KATEN 

POB  4271,  Takoma  Park  Station 
Washington,  D.C.  20012 
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Mexican  Coin  and  Stamp  Set 


Set  of  BU  Mexican  Current  Coins  in  colored  holder  (black,  white,  red,  green 
and  blue).  Eight  coins:  I  Cent,  5  Cents,  10  Cents,  20  Cents,  25  Cents,  50 
Cents,  I  peso  and  the  1968  25  pesos  Olympic  coin.  (The  one  peso  will  prob¬ 
ably  not  be  struck  again.)  Dates  of  my  choice. 

Set  of  the  Preolympic  Stamps  in  holder:  Ten  stamps.  Air  Mail:  5  Pesos,  2 
Pesos,  I  Peso  and  80  Cents.  Surface  Mail:  2  Pesos,  I  Peso,  80  Cent,  50 
Cents,  40  Cents,  and  20  Cents. 


COIN  SET 

STAMP  SET 

BOTH  SETS 

One  Set 

$  4.80 

$  2.40 

$  6.80 

Five  Sets 

22.80 

1  1.40 

32.50 

Ten  Sets 

43.20 

21.60 

61.60 

Twenty  Sets 

84.00 

42.00 

120.00 

Fifty  Sets 

204.00 

102.00 

290.00 

Postage  by  surface 

mail  is  included  to: 

Canada,  U.S.A., 

Central  and  South 

America. 


The  above  countries:  By  air  mail  add  $  1 .00  for  each  coin  set  and  20  Cents  for  each 
Stamp  set. 

Europe  and  Africa:  By  surface  mail  add  20$  for  each  coin  set  and  5c  for  each 
Stamp  set.  By  air  mail:  Coins:  $2.20.  Stamps:  40  Cents. 

Asia,  Australia  and  Philippines:  By  surface  mail;  Coins:  30  Cents.  Stamps:  10 
Cents.  By  air  mail;  Coins:  $2.80.  Stamps:  60  Cents. 

No  order  without  full  payment  included  will  be  accepted.  Please  send  interna¬ 
tional  money  order  or  bank  draft.  Write  for  other  lists. 

SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 

APARTADO  POSTAL  7392.  Mexico  I  D.F. 
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MaltyH  afj  the 

Ijellaw-  tylaiaeti  Mound 

by  John  W.  Dunn 


There’s  a  Chinese  saying',  “Ev¬ 
erything  new  originates  in  Can¬ 
ton.”  Canton  in  Kwangtung  prov¬ 
ince  was  one  of  five  seaports 
opened  to  the  western  world  after 
the  Opium  War  which  ended  in 
1842.  As  the  chief  seaport  for 
southern  China,  Canton  always 

assumed  an  attitude  of  inde- 
•  , 

pendence  in  its  relation  to  north¬ 
ern  China.  And  well  it  might,  for 
not  only  was  Canton  the  capital 
of  Kwangtung  province,  but  in 
the  days  of  the  Manchus  it  was 
the  seat  of  viceroyalty  for  Kwang¬ 
tung  and  Kwangsi  provinces.  Only 


Peking  might  be  considered  of 
greater  importance. 

Hong  Kong  is  some  eighty  miles 
to  the  south  and  east  of  Canton; 
Foochow,  capital  of  Fukien  prov¬ 
ince,  is  to  the  north  and  east. 
Both  of  these  cities  played  a 
part  in  the  story  of  the  Martyrs 
of  the  Yellow  Flower  Mound.  Sit¬ 
uated  as  it  was,  new  ideas  that 
funneled  in  from  the  outside 
world  found  fertile  ground  in 
Canton.  Not  the  least  of  these  was 
resistance  to  the  hated  Manchu 
dynasty.  In  1644  the  Manchus 
had  swept  down  from  Manchuria 


Main  tomb  of  the  Yellow  Flower  Mound  Memorial.  Fig.  4. 
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to  overrun  the  country.  Now, 
after  2G7  years,  the  dynasty  was 
decadent,  ready  to  be  overthrown. 

This  resistance  was  to  culmi¬ 
nate  in  a  premature  uprising  in 
Canton  which  was  to  be  memori¬ 
alized  later  by  three  issues  of 
minor  coins  struck  at  the  Fukien 
mint  in  Foochow.  All  three  issues 
paid  homage  to  the  Martyrs  of 
the  Yellow  Flower  Mound. 

Helping  to  feed  the  flames  of 
rebellion  was  the  great  Dr.  Sun 
Yat-sen,  a  native  of  Kwangtung 
province.  By  1911  there  were 
some  38  underground  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Canton,  all  plotting  the 
overthrow  of  the  Manchus.  Actual 
headquarters  for  the  revolution¬ 
ary  forces  was  Hong  Kong.  Sun 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
abroad,  seeking  funds  from  the 
overseas  Chinese.  The  money  was 
used  to  buy  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  from  various  sources.  The 
active  commander  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  headquarters  was  Huang 
Hsing  with  Chao  Sheng  second 
in  command. 

Although  nine  previous  at¬ 
tempts  had  been  doomed  to  fail¬ 
ure  (many  revolutionists  caught 
and  executed,  and  newspapers 
shut  down  on  orders  of  the  Em¬ 
peror)  ,  Sun  determined  that  Can¬ 
ton  was  to  be  the  center  of  the 
next  uprising.  He  hoped  the  tide 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  deliv¬ 
ery  of  your  magazine  please  fur¬ 
nish  the  publishers  your  change 
of  address  before  you  move. 
For  the  June  issue,  changes  of 
address  must  reach  WHITMAN 
NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL  before 
May  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


would  turn  in  favor  of  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  movement. 

There  was  the  dream,  too,  that 
from  Canton  the  revolt  would 
spread  to  other  important  centers 
in  southern  and  central  China. 
Bombs,  guns  and  ammunition 
were  smuggled  in  from  Hong 
Kong  to  the  anti-Manchus  in 
Canton.  At  the  most,  no  more  than 
8C0  men  could  be  counted  on  for 
the  uprising  by  the  Central  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Headquarters.  Oppos¬ 
ing  them  was  the  regular  militia, 
the  police,  and  the  New  Army  of 
the  Manchus. 

While  Sun’s  men  had  infiltrated 
the  ranks  of  the  Manchu  forces,  it 
was  inevitable  that  Li  Chueng, 
Manchu  commander,  would  learn 
of  the  plot.  When  Huang  Hsin 
finally  gave  the  word  to  move  on 
strategic  points  in  Canton,  no 
more  than  170  rebels  answered 
the  call. 

At  5:30  p.m.  on  March  29th, 
1911,  the  revolutionaries  set  off  in 
four  directions.  Huang  and  his 
group  had  as  their  objective  the 
office  of  the  viceroy.  They  had 
advanced  as  far  as  the  second 
gate  when  they  were  fired  on  by 
Manchu  guards.  The  exchange  of 
fire  continued  until  the  guards 
finally  gave  up  and  agreed  to  act 
as  guides.  A  thorough  search  of 
the  premises  failed  to  turn  up 
any  trace  of  the  viceroy. 

Coming  out  of  the  east  gate, 
Huang  and  his  men  ran  into  a 
considerable  force  of  Manchu  sol¬ 
diers.  More  rebels  were  killed. 
Huang  was  wounded  and  with  the 
remnant  of  his  column  managed 
to  escape  in  the  darkness.  The 
other  three  columns  fared  no  bet¬ 
ter.  In  all,  43  of  the  patriots 
were  killed  in  the  several  actions 
and  29  captured.  By  nine  o’clock 
of  the  same  night,  the  uprising 
had  failed  completely. 
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The  reason  was  apparent.  Lack 
of  coordination,  lack  of  experience 
in  the  use  of  firearms,  insuffi¬ 
cient  numbers  and  a  feeling  of 
almost  fatal  desperation  combined 
to  make  the  March  29th  uprising 
a  failure.  Li  Chueng  conducted 
most  of  the  inquiry  into  the  plot, 
and  subsequently  ordered  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  prisoners. 

Ironically  enough,  some  seven 
months  later  Li  Chueng  joined 
forces  with  the  revolutionaries 
during  the  Wuchang  uprising  and 


Fig.  1.  Obverses  of  the  10  and  20  cent 
Memorial  pieces. 

handed  over  the  city  of  Canton. 
From  that  time  on,  Canton  be¬ 
came  the  headquarters  for  Dr. 
Sun  and  his  operations. 

The  72  patriots  who  were  killed 
or  executed  during  the  uprising 
were  buried  in  a  common  grave 
on  April  3rd,  1911  at  White  Wind 
Hill  in  northwest  Canton.  Al¬ 
though  the  rebellion  had  failed, 
the  spirit  of  freedom  lingered  on 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  It 
manifested  itself  in  acts  of  de¬ 
votion  to  perpetuate  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  the  72  martyrs.  At  first 
their  grave  was  covered  with 
blooming  red  coxcomb  plants.  Be¬ 
cause  Red  Flower  Mound  was  not 
euphonious  in  the  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage,  the  yellow-flowered  cox¬ 
comb  was  substituted. 

The  coins  struck  by  Fukien 
province  in  1928,  1931  and  1932 
commemorate  the  heroic  sacrifice 


the  72  martyrs  made  that  March 
night.  Two  questions  immediate¬ 
ly  arise:  why  were  these  coins 
issued  in  1928,  1931  and  1932? 
Why  were  there  coins  struck  at 
the  mint  in  Foochow  in  Fukien 
province? 

1928  was  the  first  time  since 
the  revolution  started  that  all  of 
China  was  united  under  the  Kuo- 
mintang.  Chiang  Kai-shek  had 
secured  control  of  Peking  in  June. 
In  October  of  that  year,  the  new 
constitution  had  been  formed. 
What  better  time  in  the  moment 
of  glorious  achievement  to  re¬ 
member  the  Martyrs  of  the  Yellow 
Flower  Mound!  The  dates  1931 
and  1932  no  doubt  were  intended 
for  a  glance  backward  at  these 
early  heroes  in  a  moment  of 
crisis — the  invasion  of  China  by 
Japan  on  September  18,  1931. 
Danger  again  stalked  the  land 
and  called  for  action,  even  sacri¬ 
fices. 

Nineteen  of  the  72  martyrs 
were  from  the  neighboring  prov¬ 
ince  of  Fukien.  A  brother  of  one 
of  the  martyrs  was  Fong  Sin  Tao, 
governor  of  Fukien  province  in 
1928.  Also,  it  might  be  recalled 
that  the  former  Chairman  of  the 
National  Government  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  China — Lin  Sheng — was 
from  Fukien.  This  would  account 
in  part  for  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  Fukien  in  the  Yellow 
Flower  Mound  commemoration. 

Coins  chosen  by  the  Foochow 
mint  to  honor  the  Martyrs  of  the 
Yellow  Flower  Mound  were  not 
the  heavy  silver  dollars  so  loved 
by  the  war  lords.  Instead,  silver 
ten  and  twenty  cent  pieces  were 
selected — coins  which  would  and 
did  circulate  rather  freely  among 
the  masses. 

For  the  1928  issue  (Fig.  1)  the 
obverse  of  the  ten  and  twenty 
cent  pieces  has  as  its  main  device 
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SERIOUS 

World  Coin  Collectors 

See  our  full  page  ads  every  issue  of 
World  Coins  Magazine.  Send  us  your 
name  and  address  if  you  would  like 
to  receive  our  free  lists.  We  maintain 
one  of  the  most  diversified  stocks  of 
world  coins  anywhere. 


ALAN  LEVINE 

Dept.  WNJ 
7  Beekman  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10038 
Telephone:  (212)  BArkley  7-9855 


COINS  OF 
THE  WORLD! 

Our  monthly  list  on  minor  coins  and 
crowns  of  the  world  from  1750- 
1900's  available  FREE  OF  CHARGE, 
to  seriously  interested  numismatists. 

Just  Write! 

PAUL  H.  DAVIS 


R.C.D.A. 

8  Overlook  Road 
Dobbs  Ferry,  N.Y.  10522 


the  12-rayed  sun  of  the  Kuomin- 
tang.  The  denomination — either 
10  or  20 — is  the  middle  of  the  sun, 
the  whole  surrounded  by  a  beaded 
circle.  Between  the  circle  and  the 
edge  at  top  and  around:  17th 
YEAR  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA 
.  .  .  MADE  IN  FUKIEN  PROV¬ 
INCE;  at  bottom:  EVERY  5  (20 
cents)  or  10  (ten  cents)  COINS 
EQUAL  1  DOLLAR.  Right  and 
left  are  small  rosettes. 

The  1931  issue  obverse  is  the 
same  as  the  1928  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  exceptions:  “20th  YEAR  .  .  .” 
instead  of  17,  and  in  the  center 
behind  the  numeral,  parallel  lines 
to  signify  the  color  blue.  In  place 
of  the  rosettes  there  are  six- 
pointed  stars.  The  six-pointed 
star  was  used  to  differentiate  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  communist  five- 
pointed  star. 


The  1932  Issue 


Fig.  2.  Obverse  design  of  the 
1932  issues. 

There  is  a  radical  departure  in 
design  for  the  1932  obverse  (Fig. 

2) .  The  main  device  consists  of 
the  crossed  national  and  military 
flags.  The  year  is  the  21st  year; 
otherwise  the  legends  are  the 
same  for  both  the  10  and  20  cent 
pieces. 

The  reverse  is  essentially  the 
same  for  all  three  issues:  a  view 
of  the  Yellow  Flower  Mound 
Memorial  as  it  was  in  1928  (Fig. 

3) .  Above:  HUANG  HUA  KANG 


PAGE  260 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MAY,  1968 


MEMORIAL  MARTYRS 
GRAVE.  Fig-.  4  shows  more  detail 
and  a  different  view  of  the  Yel¬ 
low  Flower  Mound  Memorial. 
This  pyramid-like  building  was 
started  in  1918  by  Fong  Sing  Tao 
with  funds  which  were  solicited 
from  the  citizens  of  Canton.  Lin 
Sheng  completed  the  project  in 
1919  with  contributions  from  the 
overseas  Chinese. 


Fig.  3  Reverse  design  for  both  denomina 
tions  and  for  all  Memorial  issues. 


The  main  tomb — following  the 
traditional  Chinese  custom — is  set 
in  a  park-like  atmosphere.  Be¬ 
sides  the  flowers  and  trees  there 
are  two  memorial  arches  and  18 
monuments  (similar  to  the  one  in 
Fig.  4)  scattered  around  the 
grounds.  Also  there  are  four  me¬ 
morial  pavilions  where  one  may 
sit  and  meditate  on  the  deeds  of 
the  martyred  heroes.  No  such 
scene  would  be  complete  without  a 
pond  and  the  arched  bridge; 
there  are  wells  to  supply  the 
water  for  the  pond.  Memorial 
pagodas  are  here  and  there  but 
there  are  no  religious  shrines. 
The  monument  in  the  foreground 
of  Fig.  4  carries  the  inscription : 
72  MARTYR  HEROES.  From 
the  best  information  at  hand,  the 


complex  was  not  completed  until 
1924. 

Surmounting  the  main  tomb  in 
the  picture  is  the  Kuomintang 
symbol:  the  twelve-pointed  sun 
against  a  blue  background.  This 
has  been  removed  since  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  the  Communist  regime 
and  replaced  by  a  large  five- 
pointed  red  star. 

In  the  great  Cultural  Revolu¬ 
tion  inspired  by  Mao  last  year,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  the  fate  of 
the  Yellow  Flower  Mound  Me¬ 
morial.  Red  Guards  from  other 
provinces  sought  to  desecrate  the 
tomb  by  putting  posters  on  the 
walls,  and  in  some  instances  even 
trying  to  destroy  the  tomb  itself. 
The  citizens  of  Canton  and  local 
Red  Guards  resisted  all  efforts 
and  bitter  fighting  ensued.  So  far 
as  is  known,  the  tomb  of  the  mar¬ 
tyrs  today  remains  intact. 

Sun  Yat-sen  was  keenly  aware 
of  the  sacrifices  the  72  martyrs 
had  made  for  Free  China.  “These 
martyrs  were  the  finest  elements 
of  the  Kuomintang.  Their  loss 
was  the  greatest  the  party  ever 
suffered.  But  in  their  death  the 
Republic  of  China  was  born.” 

Today  Nationalist  China  cele¬ 
brates  March  29th  as  National 
Youth  Day  in  remembrance  of  the 
Martyrs  of  the  Yellow  Flower 
Mound.  Thousands  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  made  aware  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  the  72  men  died 
so  many  years  ago.  There  are 
parades  and  solemn  affirmations 
that  they  shall  not  have  died  in 
vain. 

And  the  martyrs — they  sleep 
the  eternal  sleep  beneath  the 
mound  where  yellow  flowers  nod 
gently  in  the  breeze  on  White 
Wind  Hill. 

Acknowledgements:  The  Free 
China  Weekly,  Wang  Wei,  Yen 
Chung  Lin. 
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— anil  a  numismatic  mystery  solved 

You’ve  all  seen  innumerable  rolls  of  coins  everywhere — but  it  may 
come  as  a  real  surprise  to  some  of  you  that  such  things  exist  for  paper 
money  too.  Perhaps  the  term  Short  Snorter  may  ring  a  bell,  especially 
with  veterans  of  World  War  II;  if  so,  then  you  already  know  some¬ 
thing  about  the  subject  of  this  article. 

What  is  a  Short  Snorter? 

A  dictionary  definition  of  the  term  gives  us  the  following:  a.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  informal  club  for  which  a  pilot,  crew  member  or  passenger 
who  has  made  a  transoceanic  flight  is  eligible,  b.  A  piece  of  paper 
money  endorsed  by  short  snorters  as  a  membership  certificate  for  a 
new  member. 

Apparently  the  idea  of  a  Short  Snorter  club  sprang  up  during  the 
early  days  when  transoceanic  air  travel  was  still  considered  some¬ 
thing  of  a  feat.  As  indicated  by  Mr.  Webster,  it  became  the  custom 
for  older  members  of  this  vaguely  defined  club  (usually  the  crew  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  airplane)  to  sign  their  names  on  a  piece  of  paper  money 
which  then  became  the  initiate’s  “membership  card,”  to  be  permanently 
retained  and  shown  on  demand.  Failure  to  produce  this  signed  note 
meant  that  a  penalty  had  to  be  paid,  generally  a  dollar  or  a  drink 
(short  snort).  From  this  the  term  itself  is  derived. 


Effects  of  World  War  II 

The  Second  World  War  brought  an  abrupt  end  to  the  easy,  almost 
casual  growth  of  the  Short  Snorters.  Overnight  many  thousands  of 
G.I.’s  became  involuntary  candidates,  and  a  great  number  of  them 
chose  to  accept  the  responsibilities  of  membership. 

Members  traveled  to  many  places  and  soon  found  that  a  single  note 
just  wouldn’t  do  to  hold  all  the  signatures  of  their  buddies  who  now 
were  also  signatory  Short  Snorters.  So  they  Scotch  taped  all  kinds  of 
notes,  end  on  end,  from  everyplace  as  they  got  them,  creating  huge 
streamers  of  bills  sometimes  as  long  as  eight  or  ten  feet.  Now  there 
was  space  enough  for  hundreds  of  names!  These  “Short  Snorter  Rolls” 
of  bills  were  carried  all  over  the  world,  and  signature  exchange  was 
always  high  on  the  list  of  things  to  do  whenever  one  could  obtain  some 
new  names.  Naturally,  it  was  really  great  if  one  could  get  some  names 
of  entertainers  and  other  notables,  and  this  was  often  accomplished 
with  surprising’  ease.  Everyone  wanted  to  sign  these  rolls.  Some  even 
included  personal  messages  along  with  their  signatures,  thus  adding 
to  the  fun. 


Numismatic  Value 

Desirability  is  a  moot  point.  Who’s  to  say  that  a  roll  of  bills  with 
some  interesting  signatures  isn’t  really  quite  a  showpiece  and  thus 
highly  desirable?  The  purist  might  say  that  such  notes  are  irretriev¬ 
ably  lost  to  collectors.  They’re  generally  in  deplorable  condition  from 
constant  handling — besides  showing  permanent  scars  from  low  grade 
Scotch  tape  plus  the  scribbled  messages  and  signatures.  This  writer 
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A  close-up  of  the  Short  Snorters  shown  two 


has  seen  quite  a  few  segments  of  bill  rolls,  and  some  have  contained 
notes  which  would  have  made  terrific  additions  to  any  collection  before 
they  were  taped  up  and  written  on.  Yet  there  is  always  a  chance  that 
the  very  circumstances  that  produced  such  a  roll  of  bills  might 
cause  one  of  those  notes  to  prove  of  immense  value  in  solving  a  numis¬ 
matic  mystery  .  .  .  and  that  is  exactly  the  circumstance  I  recently  en¬ 
countered. 
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Blind  Luck 

That’s  what  you’ve  got  to  have  sometimes,  pure  and  simple — blind 
luck.  Last  summer  I  was  on  the  West  Coast  visiting  relatives,  and  by 
sheer  chance  happened  to  spot  a  small  coin  shop  nearby.  Stealing  a 
couple  of  minutes,  I  went  in  and  looked  around,  and  soon  my  eye 
caught  a  crumpled  roll  of  grubby-looking  bills  in  a  tray.  The  proprietor 
pulled  the  notes  out  upon  request,  and  we  counted  15  pieces  on  the  strip. 
Noticing  nothing  particularly  significant  about  them,  but  seeing  that 
the  whole  strip  would  make  a  decent  display  item,  I  purchased  the  lot 
for  the  staggering  sum  of  $1.50.  I  then  laid  the  strip  aside  and  thought 
no  more  about  it  until  I  returned  to  Racine  and  was  showing  it  to 


The  French  20  Francs  note  in  unaltered  form. 


Fig.  4.  This  is  one  of  the  propaganda  notes  located  by  author  Friedman,  discussed  on 
the  following  page. 
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some  of  the  staff.  As  we  studied  the  notes  more  carefully,  we  first  no¬ 
ticed  a  few  interesting  signatures,  notably  those  of  news  correspond¬ 
ents  like  Hal  Boyle  and  Peter  J.  Carroll.  Then  all  of  a  sudden,  as  we 
were  looking  at  one  of  the  French  notes,  we  were  shocked  to  see  the 
infamous  head  of  Hitler  skillfully  attached  to  the  lower  left  corner! 
This  phenomenon  was  immediately  recognized  as  one  of  the  anti-Nazi 
propaganda  devices  used  during  World  War  II.  The  head  is  cut  from 
a  German  postage  stamp,  and  at  first  glance  it  appears  that  dev 
Fiihrer  is  being  strangled  by  the  fisherman’s  rope — exactly  the  de¬ 
sired  effect. 

Information  on  this  item  is  very  sketchy.  In  his  Journal  article  on 
psywar  currency  appearing  in  the  January,  1967  issue,  feature  writer 
Herb  Friedman  stated  on  page  71  (along  with  a  general  description 
of  the  piece)  that  no  data  was  available  as  to  the  producers,  distribu¬ 
tion  or  use  of  this  note.  Subsequently  he  found  a  notice  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber,  1944  issue  of  Time  magazine  (Letters  to  the  Editor),  with  a  small 
illustration  of  one  of  these  notes.  The  accompanying  letter  from  a 
serviceman  reads  as  follows:  ‘  Take  a  good  look  at  the  enclosed  French 
20  franc  note.  It’s  one  of  the  cleverest  methods  of  noncollaboration  I 
can  imagine.  The  French  people  who  gave  it  to  nie  said  that  millions 
of  these  were  circulating  around  while  the  Germans  were  here.  .  .  . 
The  effect  is  produced  by  inserting  a  German  postage-stamp  portrait 
of  Hitler  behind  the  French  fisherman’s  rope.”  The  illustration  shows 
the  portrait  above  and  the  words  DEUTSCHES  REICH  below  the 
rope. 


The  Plot  Thickens 

The  important  words  in  the  letter  refer  to  the  method  of  manufac¬ 
ture — insertion  of  the  portrait  behind  the  fisherman’s  rope.  Author 
Friedman  finally  located  a  few  specimens  from  a  reliable  source,  and 
they  showed  the  portrait  and  words  DEUTSCHES  REICH  as  illus¬ 
trated  (Fig.  4).  But  the  method  of  manufacture  was  different;  the 
German  stamp  had  simply  been  cut  up  and  the  pieces  affixed  in  posi¬ 
tion.  How,  then,  had  the  piece  illustrated  in  Time  been  made?  Were 
both  authentic? 


The  Mystery  Solved 

Close  examination  of  the  note  on  the  Short  Snorter  roll  revealed  that 
two  small  slits  had  actually  been  made  in  the  note  itself  on  either  side 
of  the  rope  and  the  neck  of  the  portrait  inserted  through  both  slits, 
giving  the  very  real  appearance  of  Hitler  being  throttled  by  the  rope. 
As  if  the  mere  fact  of  attachment  to  the  roll  was  not  enough  to  prove 
the  authenticity  of  this  particular  specimen,  some  of  the  old  Scotch 
tape  passes  directly  over  Hitler’s  head;  there  is  the  message  about 
“thanks  for  our  liberation”  signed  by  a  Frenchman  on  the  front,  and 
the  date  “28-1-45”  is  penned  in  by  another  individual  on  the  back! 
You  might  say  we  could  be  sure  about  one  method  of  manufacture  any¬ 
way.  Interestingly  enough,  the  words  DEUTSCHES  REICH  were  not 
attached  to  this  note  (Fig.  5). 

What  does  it  all  prove?  First,  it  may  be  said  that  the  mystery  is  only 
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Fig.  5  The  mystery-solving  20  Francs  propaganda  note  attached  to  the  Short  Snorter 
roll.  The  “liberation”  message  is  plainly  visible  to  the  right. 


partly  solved  and  that  quite  possibly  those  notes  made  by  the  simpler 
method  of  affixing  are  also  genuine.  No  one  knows  for  sure.  What  is 
a  certainty  is  ‘that  the  study  of  all  kinds  of  paper  money  can  result 
in  sheer  numismatic  enjoyment,  the  like  of  which  the  more  established 
areas  of  research  would  find  hard  to  equal.  ♦> 


IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 
Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES,  $5.00 

HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 

95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:— 201-656-2266 
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THE  'LION  AND  SUN' 


A  MEDIEVAL  LOVE  STORY 

by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 


One  of  the  most  attractive,  un¬ 
usual,  and  interesting  series  of 
the  coins  struck  by  the  Seljuks 
of  Rum  is  the  “lion  and  sun”  dir¬ 
hem. 

It  is  attractive  and  pleasing 
to  the  eye  for  the  beautiful  con¬ 
figurations  created  by  the  script, 
and  of  course,  by  the  lion  and 
sun  design  itself. 

It  is  unusual  as  a  Moslem  coin 
type  because  its  representational 
art  was  rare  on  coins,  although 
not  unheard  of,  e.g.,  the  coins  of 
the  Ortoqids  or  of  the  Mongols 
of  Persia  at  about  the  same  pe¬ 
riod. 

It  is  interesting  and  fascinat¬ 
ing  as  a  poignant  reminder  of  a 
love  story  between  a  Moslem  ruler 
and  a  Christian  princess. 

The  Seljuks  of  Rum  were  one 
of  the  subdivisions  of  a  large 
family  of  Turks  who  ruled  all  of 
western  i^sia  from  the  borders 
of  Afghanistan  to  the  frontier  of 
the  Greek  Empire  in  Asia  Minor, 
and  of  the  Fatimid  Caliphate  of 
Egypt  at  the  beginning  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  millenium  A.D.  This  branch 
had  penetrated  into  Asia  Minor 
and  in  1071  succeeded  in  defeat¬ 
ing  the  Byzantine  army  at  the 
battle  of  Manzikert  at  the  south¬ 


eastern  end  of  their  empire. 
Neither  the  Byzantines  nor  later 
the  Crusaders  were  able  to  stop 
them  and  in  1078  they  had 
reached  Nicaea  not  far  from  Con¬ 
stantinople.  This  became  their 
first  capital.  Although  driven  out 
of  that  place  they  remained  in 
control  of  most  of  central  and 
eastern  Asia  Minor  until  they 
were  crushed  by  the  Mongols  in 
the  thirteenth  century.  For  most 
of  the  two  centuries  they  ruled 
they  were  centered  at  Qoniya,  the 
Iconium  of  St.  Paul. 

The  “lion  and  sun”  dirhems 
which  are  the  subject  of  this 
paper  were  struck  by  Kaykhos- 
raw  II  to  honor  his  wife,  the 
Georgian  princess  Russudana. 

Kaykhosraw  II  was  the  son  of 
Seljuk  Sultan  Kayqobad  I  and  a 
Greek  princess,  Mah-Peri  Kha- 
tun;  he  ruled  from  1237-1245  A.D. 
(=634-643  A.H.)  His  father  died 
of  poison  said  to  have  been  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Kaykhosraw’s  hand. 
Serving  in  the  Seljuk  armies  at 
that  time  were  about  1,000  Latins 
who  proved  to  be  the  decisive  in¬ 
fluence  in  bringing  Kaykhosraw 
II  to  the  throne.  In  return  they 
enjoyed  the  special  privilege  of 
not  kissing  his  foot.  Upon  his 
accession  he  took  the  title  of 
Ghiyath  -  ad  -  Din  which  means 
“Succour  of  Religion.” 

During  his  father’s  reign  and 
the  beginning  of  his  own  reign, 
the  state  of  the  Seljuks  of  Rum 
stood  at  the  height  of  its  military 
power  and  territorial  expansion, 
ringed  with  vassals  or  allies,  Mos- 
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lem  Aleppo  and  the  Jazira,  Chris¬ 
tian  Cilicia,  even  briefly  Trebi- 
zond,  Nicaea,  and  Cyprus,  which 
sent  reinforcements  when  called 
upon.  The  alliance  with  Aleppo 
had  been  sealed  in  1232  when 
Kaykhosraw,  still  prince,  had 
married  the  daughter  of  the 
Eyyubite  ruler  of  Aleppo,  Melik 
Aziz,  and  married  his  own  sister 
to  the  latter.  This  was  a  marriage 
of  state,  and  as  is  usual  in  such 
marriages,  it  is  unlikely  that  love 
played  any  part.  These  state  mar¬ 
riages  were  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  state. 

The  Latin  warriors  mentioned 
above  were  held  in  great  awe 
both  by  their  Seljuk  employers 
and  their  enemies.  So  anxious 
was  Kaykhosraw  II  to  get  more 
of  them  that  ttVo  years  before  his 
death  he  offered  Baldwin  II  an 
alliance.  Apparently  he  was  un¬ 
aware  of  the  weakness  of  the 
Latin  empire  at  this  time.  He 
asked  for  a  Latin  princess  as  a 
bride  promising  that  she  could 
keep  her  religion  and  would  have 
her  own  chaplain  and  other  cler¬ 
ics.  In  addition  she  could  main¬ 
tain  an  entire  Christian  house¬ 
hold.  As  further  inducement  he 
said  that  he  would  build  churches 
in  all  his  cities  and  pay  Christian 
priests  to  officiate  in  them.  He 
said  further  that  he  would  put 
the  entire  hierarchy  of  Christian 
bishoprics  within  his  empire  un¬ 
der  the  control  of  the  Latin  patri¬ 
archate  of  Constantinople.  Finally 
he  hinted  that  if  his  bride  should 
prove  to  be  truly  affectionate  he 
might  himself  adopt  Christianity. 
These  offers  greatly  tempted 
Baldwin  II  and  he  tried  to  per¬ 
suade  Blanche'  of  Castille  of 
Kaykhosraw’s  great  power  and 
potential  usefulness  as  an  ally. 
He  asked  that  she  request  one  of 
his  sisters  to  send  a  daughter 


out  to  Constantinople  to  complete 
the  agreement.  This  was  because 
neither  he  nor  Mary  of  Brienne, 
his  wife,  had  any  daughters  of 
their  own.  However,  no  more  was 
heard  of  the  proposal. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  to 
Melik  Aziz’  daughter,  Kaykhos¬ 
raw  II  fell  passionately  in  love 
with  and  married  the  daughter  of 
Queen  Tamara  of  Georgia,  the 
lovely  princess  Russudana.  He 
treated  her  in  all  respects  as  his 
lawful  wife,  and  she  became 
known  to  the  Seljuks  as  Goorgci 
Khatun,  i.e.,  the  Georgian  Queen. 
We  do  not  deny  that  this  mar¬ 
riage  may  have  also  served  the 
purpose  of  protecting  his  north¬ 
eastern  boundaries.  Considering 
the  role  of  women  of  that  time 
and  place,  it  is  remarkable  that 
she  came  to  exercise  such  an  in¬ 
fluence  on  him.  When  he  married 
her  he  was  so  much  in  love  with 
her  that,  according  to  the  his¬ 
torians,  he  wanted  to  include  her 


Typical  Turkoman  bronze  coin  of 
Nacireddin  Ortoh-Arslan  1200-1239  A.D. 
Struck  at  Maridin  in  606  A.H. 
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portrait  beside  his  own  on  his 
coins.  Other  historians  write  that 
he  merely  wanted  to  have  their 
linked  names  appear  on  them. 
He  took  the  advice  of  his  Vezirs 
and  gave  up  the  plan  for  the  two 
portraits.  Instead  he  caused  to 
be  struck  coins  bearing  on  the 
obverse  a  lion  to  represent  him¬ 
self,  and  a  sun  in  Leo  either  to 
symbolize  Russudana’s  radiant 
personality  or  to  represent  her 
horoscope. 

The  cynic  might  argue  that  he 
had  other  reasons  beside  the  wish 
to  honor  his  wife  when  he  struck 
these  coins  with  representations 
of  the  sun  coupled  with  the  figure 
of  a  lion  since  both  were  ancient 
symbols  of  sovereignty.  I  prefer 
to  believe  it  was  as  a  tribute  to 
her  beauty. 


Silver  dirhem  of  Kaykhosraw  II. 
Struck  at  Qoniya  in  640  A.H. 


These  coins  were  struck  during 
a  three-year  period — 638,  639,  and 
640  A.  H.,  corresponding  to  1240 
through  1243  A.D. — at  Qoniya 
(Iconium),  Siwas  (Sebaste),  and 
at  other  unnamed  mints.  They  are 
remarkable  for  their  varieties 
which  exist  in  great  number. 
These  varieties  differ  among  each 
other  by  a)  the  number  and  shape 
of  the  rays  of  the  sun,  b)  the 
number  and  type  of  symbols  to  the 
left  or  right  of  the  sun,  and  c)  the 
number  and  type  of  symbols  under 
the  hindleg,  torso,  or  foreleg  of 
the  lion.*  The  coins  illustrating 
this  paper  were  struck  at  Siwas 
in  638  A.H.  and  Qoniya  in  640 
A.H. 


It  would  be  pleasant  if  we 
could  close  this  love  story  with 
the  fairy  tale  phrase  “And  they 
lived  happily  forever  after,”  but 
history  is  no  respecter  of  love,  and 
often  has  tragic  endings. 

At  the  time  of  the  striking  of 
these  coins,  a  popular  insurrec¬ 
tion  broke  out  led  by  the  dervish 
Baba  Ishaq.  It  was  drowned  in 
blood.  Basically  the  reason  was 
the  traditional  hostility  between 
the  city  dweller  and  the  nomad, 
in  this  case,  the  Greek  and  Arme¬ 
nian  artisans  of  the  city  ruled  by 
the  Seljuk  Turks  versus  the  Tur¬ 
coman  tribes  of  Anatolia  who 
clung  to  their  own  form  of  popu¬ 
lar  Islam  mixed  with  pre-Islamic 
customs  and  beliefs  transported 
from  Turkestan,  and  who  listened 
to  their  babas  or  dervishes — the 
preacher-sorcerer-judge  who  lived 
among  them  in  their  tribes. 

Baba  Ishaq  and  other  dervishes 
may  have  pointed  to  Kaykhos- 
raw’s  marriage  to  a  Christian  as 
an  example  of  a  sell-out  of  the 
Turcomans  who  were  Moslem. 
They  may  have  argued  that  the 
presence  of  the  Latins  in  the 
Seljuk  army  was  another  exam¬ 
ple  of  his  perfidy.  They  may  have 
claimed  that  he  had  secretly  em¬ 
braced  Christianity.  In  any  case, 
it  took  two  years  to  crush  Baba 
Ishaq  and  the  Latin  mercenaries 
were  needed  to  do  this.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  it  was  at  this  time  while 
the  Seljuks  were  weakened  in¬ 
ternally  that  the  Mongols  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  east.  Their  raiders 
had  already  penetrated  the  Seljuk 
frontiers  in  the  last  days  of  Kay- 
qobad’s  rule.  In  1242  Erzerum 
succumbed  to  them.  In  1243  the 


*  As  I  am  making  a  study  of  these 
varieties,  I  would  appreciate  hear¬ 
ing  from  other  collectors  who 
have  examples. 
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great  invasion  was  on.  Nothing 
could  stop  them.  Occupied  with 
wars  in  Diyarbakir,  Kaykhosraw 
had  made  no  provision  for  meet¬ 
ing  the  Mongols.  Hastily  he  col¬ 
lected  the  largest  force  possible 
including  the  Latins  and  met  the 
Mongols  at  Kose  Dagh  on  the  tra¬ 
ditional  route  between  Siwas  and 
Erzinjan.  Although  Seljuk  morale 
was  good,  on  the  following  day 
nothing  remained  of  their  armies. 
While  the  Mongols  pillaged  Siwas 
and  Qaysariya  (Caesarea),  Kayk¬ 
hosraw  fled  to  Adalia  abandoning 
all  his  treasures  and  from  there 
towards  the  Greek  frontier.  His 
mother  and  daughter  took  refuge 
at  the  court  of  the  Armenian 
ruler,  Hetum.  There  they  stayed 
until  Hetum  acceded  to  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the*.  Mongol  general, 
Baiju,  to  deliver  them  to  him. 


Bilingual  silver  Trams  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tions  of  the  Armenian  king  Hetum  I  and 
Kaykhosraw.  Struck  at  Sis. 

Meanwhile,  Kaykhosraw’s  vezir, 
Muhadhdhib-ad-Din,  went  to  meet 
Baiju  and  was  brought  to  Batu 
Khan  whom  Baiju  served.  From 
him  he  got  a  treaty  of  peace 
which  called  for  the  continuance 
of  the  Seljuk  state  in  exchange 
for  a  tribute  and  undoubtedly  also 
a  promise  of  reinforcements 
whenever  called  upon.  In  this 
way,  Kaykhosraw  II  was  able  to 
reenter  Qoniya.  Soon  afterwards 
he  was  even  able  to  revenge  him¬ 
self  on  the  Armenians  for  their 
breach  of  hospitality.  In  1245- 
1246  Seljuk  troops  entered  Ar¬ 
menian  lands  helped  by  the 


Armenian  baron,  Constantine 
(II)  of  Lampron,  the  regent’s 
namesake,  in  revolt  against 
Hetum.  They  could  only  seize  a 
few  forts  which  the  Mongols 
some  years  later  forced  them  to 
return. 

Things  went  on  as  usual  and 
we  might  count  the  battle  of  Kose 
Dagh  as  simply  another  lost  bat¬ 
tle.  In  fact  it  was  the  beginning 
of  the  end  for  the  Seljuk  dynasty 
and  marked  the  beginning  of  the 
long  process  of  Mongol  encroach¬ 
ment  which  gradually  led  to  di¬ 
rect  administrative  control. 

As  a  result  of  the  Mongol  in¬ 
vasion,  there  was  general  dis¬ 
organization  in  the  Seljuk  do¬ 
mains.  During  a  revolt,  a  number 
of  his  high  officials  strangled 
Kaykhosraw  II.  As  for  Russu- 
dana,  as  was  the  custom  for 
widows  of  rulers,  she  married 
Shams-ad-din  Isfahani,  holder  of 
the  Vezirate  during  the  Trium¬ 
virate  of  Khaykhosraw’s  sons  that 
followed. 
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by  Robert  Obojski 

Recently  I  had  the  opportunity 
to  revisit  Paris,  a  metropolis 
which  ranks  without  question  as 
one  of  the  world’s  great  numis¬ 
matic  centers.  This  was  my  first 
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The  main  entrance  to  the  Paris  mint.  La  Monnaie  De  Paris. 


visit  to  Paris  since  the  summer 
of  1961,  and  the  French  capital 
certainly  had  never  looked  better. 
A  half  dozen  years  ago  the  city’s 
great  buildings  were  covered  with 
layers  of  soot  that  had  accumu¬ 
lated  over  many  decades.  How¬ 
ever,  under  the  leadership  of 
Andre  Malraux,  Minister  of  Cul¬ 
tural  Affairs  in  the  De  Gaulle 
cabinet,  the  “City  of  Light”  is 
completing  a  massive  clean-up 
campaign. 

Virtually  all  major  buildings 
and  monuments  have  been  sand¬ 
blasted  .  .  .  including  the  Arch  of 
Triumph,  the  Opera,  the  Louvre, 
the  hotels,  office  buildings,  and 
others.  Buildings  of  special  inter¬ 
est  to  coin  collectors  which  have 
been  “spruced  up”  are  the  Paris 
mint  (La  Monnaie  de  Paris),  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale  (home  of 
the  French  national  numismatic 
collection),  and  the  Bank  of 
France  (Banque  de  France),  the 
nation’s  central  bank  from  which 
all  currencies  emanate.  We’ll  cen¬ 
ter  our  feature  around  these  three 
buildings — and  we’ll  also  make  a 
few  other  comments  regarding 
Paris  as  a  numismatic  center  par 
excellence. 

The  Paris  Mint 

The  Paris  mint,  which  occupies 
a  sprawling  structure  on  11  Quai 
de  Conti  (on  the  Seine  River’s 
left  bank),  has  long  been  one  of 
Europe’s  most  storied  coin  strik¬ 
ing  facilities.  “The  French  mint 
will  be  moved  from  Paris  to  Bor¬ 
deaux  by  1970,”  I  was  told  by 
Robert  L&passade,  the  mint’s 
Deputy  Director.  Actually,  when 
I  entered  the  administrative  of¬ 
fices  I  didn’t  expect  to  hear  such 
revolutionary  news,  but  getting 


the  story  behind  this  proposed 
shift  was  to  occupy  a  good  part 
of  my  visit. 

“Why  is  the  main  French  mint 


being  moved  down  to  Bordeaux?” 
was  our  lead  question. 

“The  French  mint  should  be 
doing  more  of  its  own  work  .  .  . 
that  is,  in  respect  to  refining  coin¬ 
age  metals,  preparing  strips  and 
blanks,”  replied  Mr.  Lapassade. 
“In  the  past  we’ve  had  private 
companies  do  much  of  this  work 
under  contract,”  he  added. 

“Further,  Paris  is  so  over¬ 
crowded  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment’s  position  is  to  locate  as 
much  public  and  private  business 
as  possible  throughout  France.  In 
other  words,  we’re  attempting  to 
decentralize,”  explained  the  Dep¬ 
uty  Director.  He  also  pointed  out 
that  many  of  the  mint  workers 
who  live  in  Paris’  outskirts  spend 
over  two  hours  per  day  going  to 
and  from  work.  Actual  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Bordeaux  mint  build¬ 
ings  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  mid- 
1968. 

However,  Mr.  Lapassade  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  Paris  mint  will 
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continue  specialized  operations  at 
11  Quai  de  Conti  even  after  the 
Bordeaux  facility  reaches  full 
production.  “Some  200  persons 
will  remain  here  and  will  work 
mainly  in  the  field  of  medallic 
art,”  he  said,  “and  we  expect  to 
produce  a  wider  variety  of  medals 
than  ever  before.” 

The  Paris  mint’s  numismatic 
museum  will  also  be  retained 
permanently  in  Paris  at  the  same 
address,  I  was  assured  by  vari¬ 
ous  French  officials.  The  museum 
here  is  of  great  interest  to  numis¬ 
matists  because  it  has  not  only 
a  comprehensive  collection  of 
French  coins  and  medals,  but  it 
also  contains  a  wide  array  of 
world  coins  from  ancient  times  to 
the  present.  The  six  rooms  in 
which  the  exhibits  are  housed  al¬ 
most  rival  the  galleries  at  the 
Louvre  itself  for  sheer  grandeur. 
The  display  cases  have  been  exe¬ 


cuted  in  “the  grand  manner,” 
and  the  museum  also  has  an  asso¬ 
ciated  library  which  the  serious 
collector  can  use  on  request. 

Deputy  Director  Lapassade  said 
that  the  Paris  mint  produced  ap¬ 
proximately  600,000,000  coins  for 
domestic  usage  in  1966,  but  that 
the  total  for  1967  will  probably 
drop  down  to  about  500,000,000. 

When  France  went  on  the  “New 
Franc”  system  in  1959,  there  was 
a  great  demand  for  new  coins  to 
replace  the  old.  “Since  the  change¬ 
over  was  made  almost  a  decade 
ago,”  Mr.  Lapassade  explained, 
“the  demand  for  new  coins  is  no 
longer  overwhelming.” 

In  this  respect,  he  estimated 
that  output  for  1968  need  be  only 
slightly  more  than  400,000,000. 
“When  our  new  mint  begins  oper¬ 
ating  in  Bordeaux  an  annual  pro¬ 
duction  of  300,000,000  coins 
should  be  adequate,”  he  said. 


Treating  coinage  metal  at  the  Paris  mint. 
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None  of  these  figures  includes 
coins  France  strikes  for  her  col¬ 
onies  or  on  contract  for  other 
countries. 

“The  Bordeaux  facility  will  em¬ 
ploy  about  400  persons,”  he 
added,  “and,  of  course,  we  will 
retain  200  workers  in  Paris.  This 
means  that  the  total  work  force 
will  be  cut  by  some  200  since  just 
over  800  are  employed  by  the 
Paris  mint  at  the  present  time. 
Still,  we  can  maintain  current 
production  figures,  considering 
coins  and  medals  collectively,  be¬ 
cause  we’ll  be  using  the  most  mod¬ 
ern  and  efficient  machinery  avail¬ 
able.  There’s  no  question  but  that 
automation  and  computerization 
are  becoming  an  integral  part  of 
coinage  production,”  observed 
Mr.  Lapassade.  ♦. 

“We’ve  heard  recurring  reports 
that  General  Motors  in  the  United 
States  is  developing  a  piece  of 


coin  striking  machinery  that  will 
turn  out  10,000  coins  per  min¬ 
ute,”  commented  Lapassade,  “  . .  . 
a  bit  of  equipment  supposedly 
headed  for  the  new  Philadelphia 
mint.  This  we’ll  have  to  see  for 
ourselves  before  we  believe  it!” 
he  declared. 

“Naturally,  some  of  the  mint 
workers  will  find  it  difficult  to  re¬ 
locate  from  their  homes  in  Paris 
down  to  Bordeaux,  but  these  ad¬ 
justments  just  have  to  be  made. 
London  mint  workers  are  going 
to  have  to  make  this  same  sort 
of  adjustment,”  he  concluded. 

Construction  of  the  present 
Paris  mint  buildings  began  in 
1771  and  they  were  completed  in 
1775,  though  many  additions  have 
been  made  over  the  years.  The 
history  of  La  Monnaie  de  Paris 
goes  back  to  the  days  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Charlemagne  in  the  early 
part  of  the  ninth  century  A.D. 


Engraver  at  work  at  the  Paris  mint. 
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when  coins  were  struck  on  an 
island  in  the  Seine.  Historians 
can  also  make  a  good  case  for 
coins  being  minted  in  Paris  and 
its  environs  during  Roman  times 
2,000  years  ago. 

The  Bibliotheque  Nationale 

A  trip  to  Paris  wouldn’t  be 
complete  without  a  visit  to  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale,  the 
French  national  library,  which 
houses  the  Cabinet  des  Medailles 
et  Antiques  (Cabinet  of  Medals 
and  Antiques) ,  the  national  nu¬ 
mismatic  collection.  The  Cabinet 
actually  comprises  a  number  of 
collections — coins,  medals,  dec¬ 
orations,  ancient  statuary,  cameo 
paintings  and  related  works  of 
art. 

The  French  national  numis¬ 
matic  collection  ranks  as  one  of 
the  largest  and  finest  in  the 
world  with  an  assemblage  of 
nearly  500,000  coins  and  medals. 
I  spoke  with  Mr.  Jacques  Yvon, 
the  curator,  and  he  was  more  than 
cordial  in  showing  me  around  the 
research  cabinets  as  well  as  the 
display  cases. 

The  public  exhibit  totals  nearly 
10,000  specimens  of  numismatic 
art  contained  in  specially  de¬ 
signed  cases  in  two  large  display 
rooms.  Integrated  into  the  collec¬ 
tion  are  historic  objects  of  all 
periods  —  sculptures,  amulets, 
jewelry — from  Greece,  Rome,  By¬ 
zantium,  and  ancient  France. 
During  the  past  year  the  display 
rooms  have  been  completely  ren¬ 
ovated.  The  Cabinet’s  history 
dates  back  to  the  time  of  Charles 
V,  fourteenth  century  monarch 
(reigned  1364-80).  Charles  V’s 
personal  collection  of  coins  and 
medals  became  the  foundation, 
and  every  French  king  from  his 
time  to  the  last  of  the  monarchs 


of  the  nineteenth  century  made 
significant  contributions.  Louis 
XIV’s  magnificent  collection  of 
medals  forms  the  cornerstone  for 
the  medal  series. 

The  national  collection  of  coins, 
medals  and  antiques  was  origi¬ 
nally  held  at  the  palaces  in  Fon¬ 
tainebleau  and  Versailles,  but  in 
the  early  1700’s  King  Louis  XV 
decided  to  remove  the  treasures 
to  Paris  where  he  felt  they  right¬ 
fully  belonged — thus  they  were 
placed  permanently  in  the  Biblio¬ 
theque  Nationale. 

Cardinal  (Jules)  Mazarin 
(1602-61),  the  famous  clergyman 
who  was  the  power  behind  the 
French  throne  while  Louis  XIV 
was  still  too  young  to  rule  in  his 
own  right,  had  built  a  large  part 
of  the  Bibliotheque  in  order  to 
house  his  own  considerable  col¬ 
lection  of  art  treasures,  including 
coins.  A  part  of  Mazarin’s  grand 
collection  of  coins  and  medals  is 
still  on  exhibit  at  the  Cabinet. 

Additions  to  the  collections 
have  been  made  steadily  with 
funds  being  provided  by  both 
private  donors  and  the  French 
government.  One  of  the  more  sig¬ 
nificant  acquisitions  of  the  past 
decade  was  the  Cote  collection, 
contributed  in  1960.  The  Cote  col¬ 
lection  consists  of  over  2,000  rare 
ancient  and  medieval  coins. 

The  display  of  U.  S.  gold  coins 
at  the  Cabinet  is  quite  impres¬ 
sive.  For  example,  there  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  a  1799  $10  gold  piece 
and  an  almost  uncirculated  1852 
U.  S.  Assay  Office  $50  slug.  There 
is  also  a  good  showing1  of  double 
eagles,  both  the  Liberty  and  St. 
Gaudens  types. 

We  must  not  fail  to  mention 
that  the  Cabinet  des  Medailles  et 
Antiques  has  one  of  the  finest 
numismatic  libraries  to  be  found 
anywhere.  “Our  library,  includ- 
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Court  of  Honor  at  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  Paris. 

The  French  national  collection  of  coins  and  medals  is  housed  here. 


ing  all  books,  auction  catalogues, 
and  associated  materials,  num¬ 
bers  over  30,000  volumes,”  Yvon 
said.  “Numismatists  from  the 
world  over  use  our  library  facili¬ 
ties  for  all  types  of  research,” 
he  added. 

The  numismatist  is  welcome  to 
spend  as  much  time  as  he  wants 
either  browsing  or  working  in 
the  library.  All  the  great  refer¬ 
ence  volumes  are  here,  including 
the  exhaustive  British  Museum 
catalogues  on  ancient  coins.  We 
may  also  point  out  that  all  the 
Whitman  Publishing  Co.  numis¬ 
matic  works  are  here,  including 
the  most  recent  copies  of  the 
WHITMAN  JOURNAL! 

While  at. the  Cabinet  I  met  John 
Seltman,  son  of  the  late  Dr. 
Charles  Seltman,  the  great  Eng¬ 
lish  expert  on  ancient  coins.  Mr. 
Seltman  had  been  conducting  a 


major  research  project  in  the  field 
of  medieval  coins  at  the  Biblio¬ 
theque  Nationale. 

Mr.  Yvon  is  also  president  of 
the  French  Numismatic  Society 
(Societe  Fran^aise  De  Numis- 
matique”).  For  many  years  the 
Society  has  held  its  monthly 
meetings  (with  the  exception  of 
August)  at  the  Cabinet.  Mr.  Yvon 
commented :  “In  recent  years 
we’ve  held  our  June  meetings  in 
other  French  cities,  such  as  Bor¬ 
deaux,  Lille,  Cannes,  Toulouse, 
and  Dijon.  We’ve  tried  to  make 
the  French  Numismatic  Society 
a  national  body  and  not  just  a 
Paris  organization.  Further, 
there’s  no  doubt  at  all  that  inter¬ 
est  in  numismatics  has  increased 
significantly  throughout  France 
during  the  past  decade,”  he  con¬ 
cluded. 

The  Society  also  publishes  a 
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Main  display  room  at  the  Cabinet  of  Medals  and  Antiques  at  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale,  Paris. 


very  excellent  monthly  Bulletin 
which  contains  monographs  on  all 
phases  of  French  and  world 
numismatics. 

Many  of  Paris’  leading  coin 
dealers  have  their  shops  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Biblio¬ 
theque  Nationale.  There  are  sev¬ 
eral  dealerships,  for  example,  on 
the  rue  de  Richelieu  where  the 
collector  may  buy  everything 
from  the  rarest  coins  of  Charle¬ 
magne  or  Louis  XIV,  to  “key 
date”  Lincoln  cents  and  Kennedy 
half  dollars. 

The  Banque  de  France 

My  next  major  numismatic 
stop  in  Paris  was  at  the  Bank  of 
France.  Banque  de  France  is 
headquartered  in  a  massive  three- 
story  stone  building  adjacent  to 
the  Place  des  Victoires,  in  the 
heart  of  the  city.  The  building  oc¬ 


cupies  an  entire  block  and  is  well 
guarded  by  police,  both  inside  and 
outside.  Its  general  appearance, 
interior  and  exterior,  reminds  one 
of  a  Federal  Reserve  Bank  build¬ 
ing  in  the  United  States,  with  the 
pervading  atmosphere  one  of 
quiet  dignity — actually,  a  stolid 
kind  of  dignity.  And,  as  we  said 
at  the  outset,  the  Bank  of  France 
has  been  sandblasted  like  most 
of  the  rest  of  Paris’  major  build¬ 
ings. 

The  Banque  de  France,  founded 
by  Napoleon  in  1800,  exercises  ap¬ 
proximately  the  same  authority 
as  the  U.  S.  Treasury  and  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  combined 
in  respect  to  manufacturing  cur¬ 
rencies  and  managing  the  national 
monetary  and  banking  policies. 
Jacques  Brunet  is  the  present 
Governor  of  the  Banque  de 
France. 
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I  was  fortunate  in  gaining  an 
interview  with  Mr.  John  Mazer, 
head  of  the  Bank’s  Research  De¬ 
partment.  “We  control  every 
aspect  of  our  banknote  produc¬ 
tion,  including  the  manufacture 
of  all  paper  and  inks  used  in 
printing  currency,”  Mr.  Mazer 
emphasized.  “We  have  a  plant 
just  outside  Paris  where  most  of 
the  actual  printing  is  done,”  he 
continued,  “while  we  also  have  a 
plant  in  central  France  where 
the  special  inks  and  banknote 
papers  are  prepared.  We  do 
everything  possible  to  discourage 
counterfeiting.  Not  even  the  most 
‘skilled’  counterfeiters  can  really 
come  close  to  duplicating  Bank 
of  France  notes,  but  sometimes 
they  make  them  look  good  enough 
to  pass,”  he  add^d. 

“You’ll  notice  that  all  French 
banknotes  are  printed  on  a  thin 
paper,”  Mr.  Mazer  explained. 
“We  believe  this  specially — and 
secretly — prepared  paper  is  per¬ 
haps  the  major  deterrent  to  suc¬ 
cessful  counterfeiting.  Of  course, 
we  realize  that  counterfeiters  are 
using  new  methods  for  their 
‘work’  such  as  the  photoengrav¬ 
ing  process.  We  simply  have  to 
be  alert  at  all  times  in  our  efforts 
to  stop  them,”  he  declared. 

“Since  the  franc  is  a  ‘hard 
currency,’  the  counterfeiters  are 
especially  tempted  to  try  their 
luck  at  reproducing  French  bank¬ 
notes.  The  Bank  of  France  works 
closely  with  the  Paris  police,  with 
Interpol  and  with  other  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies  in  an  attempt 
to  keep  counterfeiting  at  a  mini¬ 
mum,”  concluded  Mr.  Mazer. 

The  four  major  denominations 
of  French  banknotes  being  pro¬ 
duced  today  are  the  5,  10,  50  and 
100  franc  values.  They  make  fine 
collectors’  items  because  of  their 
highly  artistic  vignettes  and 


multicolor  printing  which  gives 
them  great  eye  appeal.  The  old 
francs  —  seven  denominations 
ranging  from  500  to  10,000  francs 
— are  still  legal  tender. 

The  new  franc  notes  are  all  in¬ 
scribed  at  lower  left  on  the  face 
side  with  warnings  to  potential 
counterfeiters.  A  counterfeiter 
who  is  apprehended  may  get  up  to 
20  years  at  hard  labor! 

The  Paris  Numismatic  Market 

No  report  on  Paris  as  a  numis¬ 
matic  center  would  be  complete 
without  mentioning  the  great 
activity  in  the  gold  market  with 
respect  to  bullion,  coins  and  med¬ 
als.  The  French  have  long  re¬ 
garded  gold  to  be  the  cornerstone 
of  economic  stability;  literally 
tens  of  thousands  of  Frenchmen 
throughout  the  country  keep  a 
supply  (or  might  we  say  “hoard”) 
of  gold  bullion  and  coin  as  a 
hedge  against  inflation.  The 
French  worry  continually  about 
the  devaluation  of  the  franc;  they 
feel  that  gold  at  least  holds  its 
value  during  any  type  of  economic 
crisis  and  may  even  increase  in 
intrinsic  value. 

There  are  several  shops  along 
the  Place  de  la  Bourse  (the  home 
of  the  French  Stock  Exchange) 
where  one  may  purchase  gold  bul¬ 
lion,  coins  and  medals.  One  kilo¬ 
gram  (2.2  pounds)  ingots  usu¬ 
ally  sell  for  about  $1,200,  while 
the  Bank  of  France  also  deals  in 
12  V2  kilogram  ingots  under  spe¬ 
cial  circumstances.  Of  course,  the 
American  traveler  would  not  be 
allowed  to  bring  this  type  of  gold 
into  the  United  States. 

The  competition  for  gold  in  the 
Paris  market  is  a  good  deal 
keener  now  since  the  British 
pound  has  been  devalued  and 
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since  there  has  been  a  subse¬ 
quent  run  on  the  dollar.  Prices 
are  quoted  daily  for  U.  S.  $5,  $10 
and  $20  gold  pieces,  along  with 
German  gold  marks,  Dutch  flo¬ 
rins,  Mexican  50  peso  pieces,  Rus¬ 
sian  10  rouble  coins,  as  well  as 
for  gold  coins  of  other  countries. 

Several  beautifully  decorated 
shops  along  the  Champs  Elysees, 
and  also  along  Avenue  De 
L’Opera,  specialize  in  gold  por¬ 
trait  medals,  most  of  which  are 
struck  at  the  Paris  mint.  One  of 
the  most  popular  series  today  is 
entitled  “Leaders  Politiques  Dans 
Le  Monde”  (Political  Leaders  of 
the  World)  and  is  being  minted 
in  .920  fine  gold  at  La  Monnaie 
de  Paris. 

These  beautifully  designed  por¬ 
trait  medals,  approximating  the 
size  of  a  half  dollar  and  now 


totaling  more  than  60  in  number, 
present  a  gallery  of  world  lead¬ 
ers,  past  and  present.  Included 
are:  Clement  Attlee,  David  Ben 
Guidon,  Willy  Brandt,  .Fidel 
Castro,  Charles  de  Gaulle,  Dwight 
D.  Eisenhower,  Francisco  Franco, 
Nikita  Khrushchev,  Henry  Cabot 
Lodge,  Pierre  Mendes-France, 
Guy  Mollet,  Jawaharlal  Nehru, 
Richard  M.  Nixon,  Nelson  Rocke¬ 
feller,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Mao 
Tse-tung,  and  Harry  S.  Truman. 
A  medal  portraying  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson  has  just  been  released. 
These  gold  medals  have  proven 
to  be  extremely  popular  with 
numismatists  and  souvenir  hunt¬ 
ers  alike. 

In  conclusion  we  might  add 
that  we  bade  “au  revoir”  to  Paris 
at  Orly  Airport  only  with  great 
reluctance.  ♦> 
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Button  Designs  Taken  from  British  Coins 
George  III  to  Elizabeth  II 

by  Jane  Ford  Adams 


Modern  English  coins  are  easy  to  recognize  from  the  obverse  side 
for,  like  the  Roman  emperors,  the  monarchs  of  Great  Britain  regularly 
place  their  portraits,  names  and  titles  thereon.  The  only  British  coins 
lacking  a  portrait  are  a  few  from  outposts  of  Empire. 

When  it  comes  to  identifying  buttons  “copied”  from  modern  British 
coins,  however,  problems  arise.  One  difficulty  is  that  the  buttons  are 
seldom  of  the  same  size  as  the  coin  copied.  The  color  may  or  may  not 
be  correct.  It  is  common  practice  for  button  manufacturers  to  make 
up  the  same  coin-copy  in  two  or  three  sizes  and  in  both  silver  and 
gold  finish,  possibly  in  bronze  as  well.  Difficulty  increases  when  the 
button  omits  or  changes  the  wording  on  the  coin. 

A  study  of  particular  buttons  will  bring  out  these  points.  It  will  be 
necessary,  however,  for  the  reader  to  pay  close  attention  to  the  text 
and  the  pictures— both  at  the  same  time. 

1.  Portrait  of  George  III  with  encircling  legend  GEORGIVS  III  DEI 
GRATIA  (George  III  by  the  Grace  of  God).  This  is  the  portrait  seen 
on  his  coins  from  the  late  18th  century  until  1816.  (After  that  an  older 
and  heavier  head  was  introduced.)  Two  instances  of  younger  head 
with  this  legend  are:  copper  penny  from  the  Isle  of  Man;  silver 
shilling  for  circulation  in  England.  The  button  is  one-piece  gilt.  It 
has  British  registry  mark  of  1878  on  the  back  showing  that  it  post¬ 
dates  the  coins  by  a  century. 

2.  Portrait  of  Queen  Victoria  with  legend  VICTORIA  QUEEN/1871. 
Two  things  tell  a  numismatist  that  the  coin  comes  from  the  Empire, 
not  from  England’s  home  coinage.  First,  on  home  coinage  the  words 
on  the  front  are  always  in  Latin.  The  English  words  King,  Queen, 
Emperor  were  placed  on  Empire  coins  only.  Second,  this  particular 
crown  is  also  an  Empire  exclusive.  The  exact  design — head,  legend 
and  date — can  be  seen  on  a  Jamaica  penny. 

3.  Portrait  of  Queen  Victoria  with  legend  VICTORIA  QUEEN.  It 
is  a  one-piece  gilt  similar  to  those  European  made  waistcoat  buttons 
with  Chinese  backmarks.  Here  the  backmark  is  REBL/GILT.  Whether 
a  bit  of  pidgin  English  or  careless  die-cutting?  This  portrait  (with 
crowned  head)  adorned  the  florin,  a  silver  coin  worth  two  shillings, 
for  almost  fifty  years  beginning  in  1848  and  the  silver  crown  in  1847 
and  1853.  Of  course  the  legend  was  in  Latin.  Looking  overseas,  we  find 
that  the  button  could  have  been  copied  from  either  Hong  Kong  or 
Indian  originals  of  various  denominations  and  age. 

4.  Portrait  of  Queen  Victoria,  the  young  head,  with  legend  VIC¬ 
TORIA  QUEEN  OF  GREAT  BRIT:.  It  is  a  one-piece  gilt  with  a 
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HUTTON  DESIGNS  TAKEN  FROM  BRITISH  C  OINS 
ROWS  I  to  V,  NUMBERED  LEFT  TO  RIGHT. 

(Photos  by  Alphaeus  H.  Albert) 
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pictorial  back:  Prince  of  Wales  feathers  with  motto  inside  the  Garter 
with  motto.  I  have  been  unable  to  locate  the  source. 

5,  6,  7.  Portrait  of  Queen  Victoria,  head  encircled  by  thirteen  stars, 
no  legend.  This  has  often  been  mistaken  for  a  Liberty  head  and  placed 
with  U.S.  coin  buttons,  probably  because  of  the  number  of  stars.  That 
it  actually  is  the  Queen  is  proven  by  the  curious  hair-do.  Parted  in 
the  middle,  the  front  locks  are  braided  from  the  ear  down  and  the 
braid  looped  back  leaving  the  ear  exposed.  Victoria’s  hair  is  combed 
that  way  on  No.  3.  On  the  florins  and  crowns  the  braid  is  prominent. 
Both  a  two  dollar  gold  piece  and  a  silver  500  piece  of  Newfoundland 
picture  her  crownless  exactly  as  she  is  on  these  buttons;  the  coin 
legends  are  VICTORIA  DEI  REGINA/NEWFOUNDLAND  and 
VICTORIA  D.G.  REG./NEWFOUNDLAND.  The  Canadian  copper 
cent  of  1870-1901  also  shows  her  uncrowned  with  exposed-ear  coiffeur; 
legend  is  VICTORIA  DEI  GRATIA  REGINA/CANADA. 

An  interesting  thing  about  the  three  buttons  is  that  they  come  from 
two  different  periods.  No.  5  is  a  flat  two-piece  brass  with  tin  back,  con¬ 
structed  like  the  so-called  forbidden  money  buttons  of  the  1870s  and 
1880s.  It  was  made  in  two  sizes,  one-half  inch  and  five-eighths  inch. 
No.  G  is  one-piece,  thin  metal,  highly  gilt.  The  same  disk  was  punched 
(instead  of  shartked)  to  make  a  sequin.  No.  7  is  a  nicely  made  two- 
piece  button,  seen  in  both  silver  and  gold  finish.  Nos.  G  and  7  are  of 
recent  manufacture. 

8.  Portrait  of  George  V,  crowned  and  robed  in  state,  with  legend 
GEORGIVS  V  D.G.  BRITT.  OMN:  REX  F.D.  IND:  IMP:  (George  V 
by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  all  Britain,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Em¬ 
peror  of  India).  The  crowned  head  leads  the  knowing  coin  collector 
away  from  the  British  Isles  since  kings  are  uncrowned  on  home  coin¬ 
age.  The  design  can  be  found  in  these  two  places:  Australian  silver 
florin;  silver  two  shilling  piece  of  British  West  Africa.  The  button 
belongs  to  a  set  of  six  (also  including  No.  14  here),  sold  about  1940  on 
cards  with  Blumenthal’s  Le  Chic  trademark  and  the  words,  “Patterns 
621 — Size  30 — (%  inch)  Made  in  the  U.S. A.”  They  are  metalized 
plastic,  gold  and  silver. 

9.  Portrait  of  George  V  with  legend  DO-CEN-DO  DIS-CI-MUS.  EX 
NI-HI-LO  NI-HIL  FIT.  I  have  been  unable  to  locate  the  source  of  the 
design  or  to  learn  the  significance  of  the  syllabicated  Latin  motto.  The 
nature  of  the  legend  suggests  medallic  origin.  The  question,  “How  do 
we  know  that  the  unnamed  man  is  George  V?”  is  reasonable.  The 
answer,  “It  looks  like  him,”  is  not  completely  satisfactory  for  it  also 
looks  rather  like  his  father,  Edward  VII,  especially  if  the  button  is 
dented  or  weakly  struck.  The  deciding  point  is  that  the  head  faces  the 
viewer’s  left.  On  British  coins  the  heads  face-about  with  every  change 
of  reign.  Note  that  Victoria  always  faces  your  left.  Edward  VII  turned 
to  the  right  and  George  V  returned  to  the  left. 

10.  Same  design  as  the  above,  but  of  different  construction.  No.  9 
is  one-piece  metal,  seen  by  me  only  in  gunmetal  finish  though  there 
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may  well  be  others.  It  came  on  the  market  in  1959  or  1960.  No.  10 
is  two-piece  metal.  Made  in  two  sizes,  three-quarters  inch  and  one  and 
one-quarter  inch,  finished  in  both  silver  and  gold,  it  was  sold  on  Cos- 
tumakers  cards  as  late  as  1965. 

% 

11.  Portrait  of  George  VI  with  legend  GEORGIVS  VI  D  :G :  BR  :OMN : 
REX  (George  VI  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  All  Britain).  He  faces 
the  same  way  as  George  V  because  Edward  VIII  comes  between  them. 
This  is  the  portrait  used  on  all  home  coins;  the  legend  was  used  on 
most  denominations.  The  button  is  metalized  plastic,  silver  and  gold, 
sizes  roughly  one-half  an  inch  and  one  inch. 

12.  Portrait  of  Elizabeth  II  with  legend  ELIZABETH.II.DEI.GRA- 
TIA.REGINA.F : D :  (Elizabeth  II  by  the  Grace  of  God  Queen,  Defend¬ 
er  of  the  Faith).  It  is  a  two-piece  gilt,  stamped  with  design  intaglio 
and  bronzed.  No  other  '‘‘Royal  Effigy”  is  current;  many  denominations 
have  this  legend. 

13.  Portrait  of  Elizabeth  II  with  legend  ELIZABETH  II  REGINA. 
The  button  looks  exactly  like  the  British  South  African  penny  which 
was  shanked  and  sold  as  a  button.  This  one,  however,  was  not  a  real 
coin.  The  back  is  engine-turned. 

14.  Arms  of  British  North  Borneo,  no  legend.  This  is  the  coin  obverse 
introduced  by  the  British  North  Borneo  Company  in  1882  and  retained 
by  the  State  of  North  Borneo  while  it  was  a  British  protectorate. 
The  coins,  like  the  button,  have  no  legend.  As  mentioned  before,  No. 
14  and  No.  8  are  from  the  same  set. 

15.  Saint  George  and  the  Dragon  with  date  1902.  This  might  well  be 

called  the  classic  English  gold  coin  reverse.  In  1902  (the  button’s  date) 
it  was  the  reverse  of  all  four  denominations,  half  sovereign,  sovereign, 
two  pound  and  five  pound  gold  pieces;  it  also  decorated  the  silver 
crown  of  1902.  To  justify  the  description  “classic,”  we  note  that  Wil¬ 
liam  IV  is  the  only  British  monarch  since  George  III  who  never  backed 
his  portrait  with  St.  George.  *** 
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PRIMITIVE  MONEY  IN  CANADA 


There  has  been  little  study  of 
primitive  money  in  Canada.  What 
has  been  done  was  accomplished 
chiefly  by  American  students  such 
as  H.  D.  Gibbs  and  Col.  P.  O.  Sig¬ 
ler.  The  Indians  of  Canada  had 
various  primitive  media  of  ex¬ 
change,  and  in  times  of  scarcity 
the  colonists  of  New  France  re¬ 
sorted  to  primitive  media.  As  far 
as  is  known,  the  Eskimos  relied 
entirely  on  barter. 

The  early  Indians  were  never 
“economic  men”  in  the  European 
sense  of  that  phrase.  They  were 
not  mercenary,  and  traded  only 
according  to  their  immediate  per¬ 
sonal  wants.  Values  to  the  early 
Indians  did  not  depend  on  supply 
and  demand  nor  on  the  costs  of 
production  to  the  extent  that 
these  factors  determine  value  in 
Western  society.  They  traded 
their  furs  for  European  knives, 
axes,  firearms,  kettles,  and  pans 
because  they  realized  that  these 
European  goods  were  better  than 
the  primitive  things  they  had 
been  using,  and  valued  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  need  for  them. 

In  the  East  the  Indians  used 
wampum  as  a  medium  of  ex¬ 
change  and  as  a  repository  of 
wealth.  Wampum  was  made  from 
white  fresh-water  shells  and  also 
from  bluish  -shells  imported  from 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Both  types  of 
shells  were  cut  and  polished  and 
made  into  little  tubes.  The  tubes 
were  sewn  into  belts,  clothing,  and 


ornaments,  or  simply  stored  loose 
in  quantity.  White  wampum  was 
common  while  the  blue,  being  im¬ 
ported,  was  scarcer. 

In  New  France  the  eternal 
scarcity  of  small  change  forced 
the  French  colonists  to  use  wam¬ 
pum.  It  was  valued  at  half  a  sou 
for  a  piece  of  white  wampum  and 
two  sous  for  the  blue.  The  English 
colonies  made  use  of  it  at  a  sim¬ 
ilar  value  at  the  same  time.  It 
remained  in  use  until  1704  among 
the  colonists,  while  the  Indians 
continued  using  wampum  until 
1825.  The  value  of  wampum  was 
reduced  and  eventually  destroyed 
by  the  importation  of  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  cheap  imitations  from 
Europe,  just  as  a  legal  currency 
can  be  destroyed  by  excessive 
counterfeiting. 

The  French  habitants  also 
made  use  of  other  media  from 
time  to  time.  In  1669  wheat  was 
ordered  to  pass  current  for  four 
livres  a  minot.  Moose  skins  were 
added  to  the  circulating  medium 
in  1674.  Beaver  pelts  were  as 
much  a  medium  of  exchange  in 
the  towns  as  among  the  traders 
in  the  woods.  Beaver  became  the 
standard  in  terms  of  which  all 
else  was  valued  in  the  absence  of 
coin.  Its  value  was  fixed  by  law 
to  prevent  disputes  and  protect 
the  public  from  unscrupulous 
traders. 

About  1700  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  adopted  the  “made 
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beaver”  as  its  standard  of  value. 
All  the  Company  accounts  in  Can¬ 
ada  were  kept  in  this  unit  until 
1869,  when  accounting  in  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  fur  trade.  The 
“made  beaver”  was  a  beaver  pelt, 
properly  dried  and  stretched  for 
shipment.  It  was  not  cut  up  by 
the  Indians  and  trappers,  but 
traded  entire  to  the  Company. 
Because  of  this,  fractions  of  the 
made  beaver  were  simply  units 
of  account.  All  Company  goods 
were  priced  in  terms  of  the  made 
beaver,  and  any  fractional  differ¬ 
ences  to  the  credit  of  Company 
or  trader  were  kept  on  the  books 
at  the  post  and  applied  against 
the  next  exchange.  So  satisfac¬ 
tory  had  this  system  been  that 
there  was  some  dissatisfaction  at 
the  introduction  of  reckoning  in 
sterling  in  1869. 

The  arrowhead  was  a  medium 
of  exchange  among  the  Indians 
of  the  Western  prairies  long  be¬ 
fore  the  coming  of  the  white  man. 
Arrowheads  were  made  of  flint, 
obsidian,  or  other  hard  stone  that 
could  be  sharpened  to  an  edge. 
Iron  arrowheads  were  introduced 
by  European  traders,  but  their 
use  as  a  medium  of  exchange  was 
very  limited. 

A  curious  currency  was  in  use 
among  the  Hurricanaw  Indians  of 
the  James  Bay  region  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  This 
consisted  of  oval  pieces  of  blue 
clay  baked  hard  and  marked  with 
various  devices.  Specimens  are 
rare,  and  little  is  known  about 
them.  A  specimen  was  exhibited 
at  the  C.N.A.  Convention  in  1959. 

Blankets  became  a  medium  of 
exchange  and  a  means  of  saving 
wealth  among  the  Indians  of  the 
West,  right  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  standard  blanket  was  the 
Hudson  Bay  one-point  blanket, 


Hudson  Bay  bead  money. 


which  was  valued  at  fifty  cents 
on  the  coast.  Blankets  were  not 
worn,  used  as  bedding,  or  circu¬ 
lated,  but  were  hoarded  by  the 
owners.  Blankets  could  be  bor¬ 
rowed,  the  borrower  being  obliged 
to  repay  with  interest  which 
amounted  by  our  standards  to 
usury.  A  loan  of  five  blankets  for 
a  few  months  called  for  a  repay¬ 
ment  of  six;  a  loan  of  five  for  a 
year  required  ten  in  repayment. 

Slaves  were  a  form  of  wealth 
and  currency  along  the  coast.  For 
centuries  the  highly  civilized  In¬ 
dian  tribes  of  the  Pacific  coast 
made  use  of  slaves.  Towards  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century 
a  slave  was  generally  worth  500 
blankets.  With  the  coming  of  the 
white  man,  slavery  was  abolished. 

The  most  unusual  and  interest¬ 
ing  of  all  primitive  currencies  of 
Canada  is  the  copper  plate  money, 
or  taus,  of  the  Pacific  coast.  These 
coppers  varied  in  size  from  3XA 
by  5V2  inches  to  2  by  3%  feet. 
They  were  current  among  the 
Tlingit  peoples  of  coastal  Alaska, 
the  Tsimshian  tribes  of  northern 
British  Columbia,  the  Haida  of 
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Early  Eskimo  shell  wampum. 


the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  the 
Bella  Coola  and  other  tribes  of 
the  central  British  Columbia 
coast,  and  the  Kwakiutl  of  north¬ 
ern  Vancouver  Island  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  mainland. 

The  coppers  are  roughly  shield¬ 
shaped,  but  there  is  no  evidence 
that  they  evolved  from  shields 
used  in  battle  as  did  Chinese 
knife  money  from  razors  or 
swords.  The  smallest  were  worth 
one  blanket,  and  the  largest  usu¬ 
ally  worth  4000  blankets.  A  few 
exceptionally  large  taus  were 
known  to  be  valued  from  14,000 
to  as  high  a,s  33,000  blankets.  It 
can  be  seen  from  this  that  the 
taus  were  both  a  currency  and  a 
repository  of  wealth  with  a  func¬ 
tion  similar  to  that  of  a  large 


banknote.  A  large  copper  often 
represented  the  wealth  of  a  whole 
tribe,  and  so  much  importance 
was  given  to  them  that  they  were 
given  individual  names.  They 
played  an  important  role  in  those 
extravagant  displays  of  wealth 
known  as  potlatches,  when  enor¬ 
mous  quantities  of  blankets,  cop¬ 
pers,  and  other  prized  possessions 
were  given  away  and  sometimes 
destroyed  to  show  contempt  and 
disregard  for  wealth. 

The  oldest  taus  were  made  of 
native  copper,  later  ones  being 
made  from  sheet  copper  acquired 
from  European  traders.  When  the 
copper  was  pure  enough,  it  was 
cold  hammered  between  stones, 
otherwise  it  was  heated  to  make  it 
more  malleable.  They  were  of  uni¬ 
form  thickness  although  slightly 
thicker  at  the  edges,  and  were 
carefully  formed  to  produce  a 
good  sound  on  being  struck.  A 
ringing  sound,  however,  was  not 
desired.  A  ridge,  like  the  letter  T, 
ran  up  the  middle  of  the  lower 
half  and  across  the  middle  at  the 
narrowest  point.  The  top  half  was 
the  widest  part  of  the  copper. 
Most  coppers  were  etched  or 
painted  with  the  totem  or  crest  of 
the  owner.  When  sheet  copper  be¬ 
came  available,  more  elaborate 
taus  were  made,  but  these  were 
not  valued  as  highly. 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
May  in  order  to  have  the  sub¬ 
scription  begin  with  the  June 
issue  of  the  Journal.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  received  after  the  10th  of 
May  will  begin  with  the  July 
issue.  Back  issues  of  the  Journal 
are  available  only  in  sets.  Sub¬ 
scriptions  will  not  begin  with  the 
previous  month’s  issue. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MAY.  1968 


PAGE  287 


These  large  copper  taus,  some  representing  the  total  wealth 
of  a  tribe,  were  often  destroyed  in  potlatch  ceremonies. 
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The  copper  taus  were  never 
used  by  the  white  man,  even 
though  there  was  an  acute  short¬ 
age  of  coined  money  on  the  coast, 
because  they  were  too  cumber¬ 
some  and  were  overvalued  in 
terms  of  gold  and  silver.  When 
the  gold  rush  began  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  British  Columbia,  gold 
dust  passed  from  hand  to  hand, 
as  it  always  did  in  the  early 
stages  of  gold  mining.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  inconvenient  of  primi¬ 
tive  media,  for  its  fineness  was 
seldom  known  accurately.  This 
provided  endless  opportunity  for 
abuse,  and  cheating  was  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  suppress.  The 
use  of  gold  dust  ceased  when  coin 
began  to  circulate  in  sufficient 
quantity. 


Primitive  money  always  gives 
way  to  coin  and  notes,  and  this 
has  been  the  case  in  Canada. 
Wampum  disappeared  in  the  East 
by  1825.  Arrowheads  did  not  long 
survive  the  coming  of  the  white 
man  to  the  Plains.  Beaver  pelts 
ceased  to  be  a  standard  of  value 
in  1869.  Blankets,  taus,  and  gold 
dust  were  all  replaced  by  English 
and  Canadian  coined  money.  It  is 
now  about  ‘a  century  since  any 
of  these  primitive  currencies  were 
in  use  in  Canada,  and  specimens 
today  are  either  rare  or  nonex¬ 
istent.  *** 


WANTED 

All  better  date  coins  and  types 
from  AG  to  Proof.  If  it's  col¬ 
lectable,  we're  in  the  market. 
Complete  collections  especially 
wanted. 

Ship  your  coins  or  write  for  our 
most  generous  offer. 

Payment  made  by  immediate 
AIRMAIL  check. 

Bruce  M.  Abrash,  Inc. 

1891  Jeffrey  Court 
Wantagh,  New  York  11793 


Attraction  for 

INDIAN  COINS 

Make  firm  inquiry  for  Alwar, 
Bahawalpur  Baroda,  Bhutan, 
Cutch,  Jaipur,  Ratlam,  Indore, 
Bikanir,  Port.  India,  Sailana 
Dhar,  Dewas,  Mewar,  Udaipur, 
Hyderabad,  Tonk,  Jaora,  Jai- 
salmir,  Ajmer,  Tibet.  Also  in¬ 
quire  for  other  foreign  coins. 

PAYMENT:  /  can  send  coins  to  your 
banker  by  clean  demand  draft. 

Write  by  Air  Mail  to: 

Mr.  Dayaram  Monji 

CLOTH  MARKET 
RAJKOT-INDIA 
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'The  Gibbons  Whitman 
Stamp ( Monthly 


Each  36-page  issue  gives  you  a  complete  updating  on  new 
issues  and  price  trends,  plus  a  wide  range  of  feature  ar¬ 
ticles  of  general  interest  to  the  collector,  all  written  by  rec¬ 
ognized  stamp  authorities.  Featuring  each  month  a  4-page 
section  showing  stamps,  worldwide,  in  full  color. 


The  Gibbons-Whitman  Stamp  Monthly  is 

your  prime  source  of  information  on  new 
issues,  world  classics  and  Whitman’s 
steadily  mounting  line  of  collector  sup¬ 
plies. 


GIBBONS- 
WHITMAN 
STAMP  MONTHLY 

1220  Mound  Ave. 
Racine, 

Wisconsin  53404 


Annual  Subscription  $!>. 50  U.S.A.  /  $5.00  Foreign 
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llumisinatic  Treasures  from 
the  i'ittie  of  Balegli 

by  J.  Sherrod  Taylor 


Many  U.S.  collectors  have 
colonial  specimens  in  their  ex¬ 
hibit  cases.  In  fact,  a  rare  breed 
of  numismatists  actually  special¬ 
izes  in  colonial  coinage.  Certainly 
numismatics  enables  us  to  recon¬ 
struct  an  important  part  of  the 
socio-economic  history  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers.  We  are  quite  familiar 
with  the  numismatic  heritage  of 
Massachusetts  (Pine,  Willow,  and 
Oak  Tree  coinage),  Vermont  (Im¬ 
mune  Columbia  Cent) ,  and  other 
“colonial”  coinages;  but  how  fa¬ 
miliar  are  we  with  the  numismatic 
traces  of  the  very  first  English 
colony — those  of  the  Cittie  of 
Ralegh  ?  In  the  next  few  pages 
I  shall  present  to  you  some  of 
the  interesting  history  of  the 
famous  Lost  Colony. 

Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  half- 
brother  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
staked  all  he  had  in  an  attempt 
to  found  a  colony  in  the  northern 
part  of  North  America  in  1583; 
however,  the  Venture  was  not  suc¬ 
cessful.  In  fact,  he  himself  was 
drowned  on  the  return  voyage  to 
England.  In  1584,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  was  given  a  charter  for 


western  discovery  and  coloniza¬ 
tion.  Raleigh  dreamed  of  a  great 
English  empire  in  America,  and 
he  sent  Captains  Philip  Amadas 
and  Arthur  Barlowe  to  America 
to  select  a  suitable  site  for  a 
colony.  They  decided  upon  Roa¬ 
noke  Island,  located  off  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina.  They  called 
this  new  land  Virginia  in  honor 
of  their  Virgin  Queen  Elizabeth. 

On  April  9,  1585,  under  the 
command  of  Raleigh’s  cousin  Sir 
Richard  Grenville,  the  108  per¬ 
sons  who  were  to  settle  Virginia 
left  Plymouth,  England.  They 
chose  a  site  on  the  northern  end 
of  Roanoke  Island.  Ralph  Lane 
was  made  Governor  while  Gren¬ 
ville  returned  to  England  for 
supplies.  Lane  built  Fort  Raleigh, 
calling  it  simply  “the  new  Fort 
in  Virginia.”  Houses  were  built 
near  the  fort,  and  the  settlers  be¬ 
gan  their  work  of  farming  and 
fishing.  They  also  explored — 80 
miles  to  the  south  and  130  miles 
to  the  north.  Thomas  Hariot,  the 
geographer,  collected  data  for  his 
book,  New  Found  Land  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  John  White,  the  artist, 
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made  watercolor  drawings  of  the 
Indians  and  the  surrounding  en¬ 
vironment. 

But  Grenville’s  supply  was  late 
in  returning  to  Roanoke.  The 
once-friendly  Indians  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  open  warfare  with  the 
English;  food  became  very  scarce. 
On  June  10,  1586,  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  en  route  from  the  West  In¬ 
dies,  stopped  at  the  colony.  He 
found  that  many  of  the  settlers 
were  dissatisfied  with  colonial 
life  and  wished  to  return  home. 
He  tried  unsuccessfully  to  per¬ 
suade  them  to  stay;  when  they 
refused,  he  was  obliged  to  carry 
them  back  to  England. 

Shortly  thereafter,  Sir  Richard 
Grenville  arrived  at  Roanoke.  He 
found  the  colony  had  gone.  After 
searching  for  it  in  vain,  he  left 
15  men  on  the  island,  with  pro¬ 
visions  for  two  years,  to  hold  the 
land  for  England. 

Raleigh’s  second  colony  con¬ 
sisted  of  150  men,  women,  and 
children  who  arrived  in  the  latter 


part  of  July,  1587  and  was  un¬ 
der  the  government  of  John  White 
and  twelve  Assistants,  incorpo¬ 
rated  as  the  “GOUERNOUR 
AND  ASSISTANTS  OF  THE 
CITTIE  OF  RALEGH  IN  VIR- 
GINEA.”  The  fort  had  been 
razed,  and  they  found  only  the 
bones  of  one  of  Grenville’s  men. 

New  cottages  were  built,  and  a 
friendly  Indian  chief,  Manteo, 
was  baptized  and  hailed  as  Lord 
of  Roanoke.  On  the  18th  of 
August,  1587,  the  wife  of  Assist¬ 
ant  Ananias  Dare  gave  birth  to 
Virginia,  the  first  English  baby  to 
be  born  in  America. 

Later  it  was  decided  that  Gov¬ 
ernor  White  should  go  back  to 
England  for  more  supplies.  Be¬ 
cause  of  war  with  Spain,  he 
could  not  return  to  Roanoke  as 
soon  as  he  had  expected.  When 
he  did  return  in  August,  1590,  he 
found  that  the  colony  had  dis¬ 
appeared.  The  houses  had  been 
taken  down  and  the  place  of  set¬ 
tlement  enclosed  with  a  high 


View  of  the  remains  of  Fort  Raleigh  on  Roanoke  Island. 
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palisade,  with  curtains  and  flank¬ 
ers — “very  fort-like.”  Near  the 
palisade  stood  a  post  into  which 
the  word  CROATOAN  was 
carved.  The  crossmark  which  was 
to  be  used  in  case  of  danger  was 
not  present.  A  search  of  sur¬ 
rounding  islands  failed  to  produce 
any  trace  of  what  is  now  called 
the  Lost  Colony. 

Today  the  fort  on  Roanoke  Is¬ 
land  and  the  nearby  land  is  under 
the  administration  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Park  Service.  Much  exca¬ 
vation  has  been  done  in  this  area, 
and  several  very  interesting  arti¬ 
facts  have  been  recovered.  Six  of 
these  artifacts  have  distinct 
numismatic  value.  They  are: 
three  casting  counters,  one  bal¬ 
ance  weight,  and  two  coppor  nug¬ 
gets. 

Of  all  the  objects  recovered  in 
the  explorations  at  the  fort  site, 
the  three  casting  counters  are  by 
far  the  most  informative.  Of 
course  archeologists  cannot  posi¬ 
tively  say  that  they  came  from 
the  Fort  Raleigh  period,  but  un¬ 
like  the  iron  and  ceramic  objects 
which  were  also  found,  these 
numismatic  vestiges  literally 
speak  for  themselves.  Of  particu¬ 
lar  interest  is  the  fact  that  a 
counter  identical  to  two  of  the 
three  from  Fort  Raleigh  was 
found  at  an  Indian  village  site 
near  Cape  Hatteras  in  1938. 

Casting  counters  were  used, 
according  to  the  Coin  Dictionary 
and  Guide  (Chamberlain  and 
Reinfield),  to  facilitate  counting 
and  the  calculation  of  accounts. 
It  goes  on  to  say  that  they  were 
made  to  resemble  coins,  and  from 
their  frequent  use  as  tokens,  the 
word  was  often  used  in  a  rather 
derogatory  sense  to  mean  money 
itself.  Vast  quantities  of  these 
counters  were  manufactured  in 
Nuremburg,  Germany,  and  they 


are  often  called  Nuremburg 
Tokens.  All  four  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  counters  were  made  by 
Hans  Schultes,  known  to  have 
been  in  business  in  Nuremburg 
between  1550  and  1574.  The  thin 
flans  were  made  from  a  cheap 
alloy  called  “latten”  (copper, 
zinc,  and  lead  mixture).  They 
were  minted  using  metal  dies  and 
average  24  mm.  in  diameter. 

They  were  obviously  made  for 
the  English  market  because,  be¬ 
sides  the  name  of  the  manufactur¬ 
er  and  location  of  his  factory, 
they  also  bear  such  popular  Eng¬ 
lish  design  elements  as  the  rose 
and  fleur-de-lis. 

Each  of  the  Fort  Raleigh 
counters  had  one  or  two  holes 
punched  through  it,  making  it 
unfit  for  use  on  a  counting  table 
because  of  the  rough  burr.  The 
holes  permitted  them  to  be  strung, 
and  they  were  probably  used  in 
trading  with  the  Indians. 

Some  have  tried  to  correlate 
the  counter  found  at  the  Indian 
site  to  the  destination  of  the 
colonists  who  had  left  the  origi¬ 
nal  settlement — thus  locating  the 
Lost  Colony.  However,  at  this 
point,  historians  and  archeolo¬ 
gists  are  unable  to  state  this  as 
fact.  They  do  recognize  this  as 
a  possibility,  though. 

The  balance  weight  came  from 
a  set  of  apothecary  weights  and 
can  very  well  date  from  the  16th 
century.  It  is  23.5  mm.  in  diam- 
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SILVER  DOLLARS, 
SPECIALLY  Nice  Unc. 

1880-81  S  mint.  1883-84-85-99-1900- 
01-02  O  mint  $3.50  ea.  The  lot  of 
nine  $30.00. 

1885  CC  Dollar.  Beautiful  proof-like 
surface.  $75.00  each. 

Last  of  my  Japanese  Invasion  notes, 
(Claimed  to  have  been  issued  for  in¬ 
vasion  of  America)  as  they  say  will 
Pay  the  bearer  $1,000.00  on  demand 
as  our  notes  do.  Set  Nine  Unc.  1#  to 
$1,000  $3.00. 

Illustrated  Price  List  #33.  50<. 

NORMAN  SHULTZ, 

Box  746  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
84110 


JOURNAL  VOLUME  FILES 

As  a  special  service  to  our  sub¬ 
scribers,  we  are  able  to  supply 
custom-made  file  boxes  built  to 
hold  two  complete  years  of  the 
Journal.  These  files  are  of  the 
highest  quality,  finished  in  leath¬ 
erette,  stamped  in  23-carat  gold, 
and  sturdy  enough  to  support  150 
lbs.  They  are  designed  to  keep 
copies  readily  accessible  for  fu¬ 
ture  reference  while  protecting 
against  soiling,  wear,  tear  and 
misplacement  of  copies. 

The  files  will  make  your  copies 
of  the  magazine  an  attractive  and 
permanent  part  of  your  numis¬ 
matic  library.  Price:  $2.95  each, 
3  for  $8.25,  postpaid.  Mail  your 
remittance  to 

WHITMAN 

NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 

We  suggest  you  order  several  now,  as 
prices  will  be  increased  September  1, 
1968. 


eter  at  the  top,  19  mm.  at  the 
bottom,  10  mm.  high,  and  weighs 
192.7  grains.  On  the  bottom  is 
stamped  a  letter,  either  “H”  or 
“R”,  surmounted  by  a  cluster  of 
six  dots. 

The  copper  nuggets,  as  with  the 
balance  weight,  cannot  be  posi¬ 
tively  dated,  but  they  are  definite¬ 
ly  not  recent.  They  are  pure  cop¬ 
per  and  have  a  rough  spongy  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  larger  is  cubical  in 
shape,  about  50  mm  on  a  side,  and 
weighs  21%  ounces.  The  second 
weighs  12  ounces.  According  to 
the  Bureau  of  Standards  both 
have  been  smelted.  Some  think 
that  this  smelting  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  have  been  done  on  the 
island;  however  others  point  out 
that  Joachim  Gantz,  a  mineral 
expert,  could  have  performed  the 
operation.  Although  there  is  no 
conclusive  evidence  to  prove  it, 
these  nuggets  could  also  have  been 
used  in  trading  with  the  Indians. 

The  work  being  done  with  the 
above  described  items  at  Fort 
Raleigh  is  a  good  illustration  of 
how  important  numismatics  can 
be  in  reconstructing  history.  Per¬ 
haps  someday,  after  more  histori¬ 
cal  and  archeological  research, 
historians  will  find  the  key  to  un¬ 
lock  the  mysteries  which  surround 
the  Cittie  of  Ralegh.  But  for  now, 
at  least,  it  remains  a  Lost  Colony. 

REMARKS 

Some  of  the  above  information 
came  from  notes  the  author  gath¬ 
ered  on  a  recent  visit  to  Roanoke 
Island.  The  historical  sketch  and 
information  about  the  artifacts 
came  from  publications  put  out 
by  the  National  Park  Service. 
Events  leading  up  to  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  colony  are 
documented  in  several  standard 
histories.  ❖ 
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WORLD  WAR  II 


U.S.  Prisoner-of-War 


Scrip 


by  Albert  I.  Donn 


(Continued  from  March) 


GEORGIA 


No. 

Name 

Base  Camp 

Opened 

Closed 

Population 

1 

Albany 

Opelika,  Ala. 

10/44 

500 

2 

Americus  *« 

Benning 

10/44 

12/45 

395 

3 

Ashburn 

Wheeler 

6/44 

12/45 

250 

4 

Atlanta  Ord.  Dep. 

Benning 

1/45 

7/46 

566 

5 

Axson 

Benning 

3/45 

11/45 

242 

6 

Bainbridge  AAF 

Benning 

4/44 

12/45 

256 

7 

Battey  GH 

Oglethorpe 

5/45 

1 1  /45 

71 

8 

*Ft.  Benning 

— 

1942 

7/46 

2,234 

9 

Chatham  AAF 

Steward 

11/44 

3/46 

206 

10 

Daniel  Field 

Wheeler 

1/45 

5/46 

1,191 

1 1 

Dublin 

Wheeler 

3/44 

12/45 

300 

12 

Fargo 

Benning 

6/44 

1 1  /45 

215 

13 

Finney  GH 

Benning 

3/45 

2/46 

226 

14 

Glvnco  NAS 

Benning 

3/46 

57 

15 

Gordon 

— 

10/43 

1/45 

1,338 

16 

Griffin 

Wheeler 

6/45 

400 

17 

Hunter  Field 

Stewart 

11/44 

9/45 

555 

18 

Jessup 

Wheeler 

10/44 

235 

19 

Monticello 

Wheeler 

6/44 

1 1  /45 

250 

20 

Moody  Field 

Benning 

10/44 

1 1  /45 

494 

21 

Moultrie 

McClellan,  Ala. 

10/44 

348 

22 

Ft.  Oglethorpe 

4/45 

12/45 

312 

23 

Perry 

Wheeler 

10/44 

11/44 

210 

24 

Reidsville 

Stewart 

6/44 

5/46 

249 

25 

Sandersville 

Wheeler 

ft 

# 

200 

26 

Savannah  ASF 

Stewart 

6/45 

10/45 

180 

27 

Spence  Field 

Benning 

10/44 

12/45 

497 

28 

29 

Statesboro 

Stewart 

Gordon 

10/44 

1 1  /45 
2/46 

if 

249 

379 

30 

Tifton  (1) 

§ 

100 

31 

Toccoa 

Crosft,  S.C. 

7/45 

10/45 

110 

32 

Turner  Field 

Benning 

10/44 

3/46 

497 

33 

Valdosta 

Opelika,  Ala. 

ft 

a 

500 

34 

Wadley 

Gordon 

10/44 

11/44 

251 

35 

Waycross 

Benning 

5/45 

6/46 

250 

36 

Waynesboro 

Wheeler 

11/44 

1 1  /45 

248 

37 

♦Wheeler 

7/43 

3/46 

1,503 

'Although  Camp  Tifton  was  listed  as  a  Base  Camp,  several  opening  and  closing  dates 
are  recorded  and  each  for  only  a  short  period  of  time.  It  is  therefore  highly  unlikely 
that  any  scrip  was  issued  in  the  name  of  this  camp. 

^'Indicates  that  this  was  a  temporary  camp,  having  several  opening  and  closing  dates, 
and  each  time  for  only  a  few  weeks. 

indicates  that  this  camp  is  known  to  have  issued  scrip. 
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FT.  BENNING,  GEORGIA 


P.  0.  W.  CAMP 


GA-8 

It  is  reported  that  this  camp  issued  special  scrip  during  its  operation. 
Denominations  are  presently  unknown.  The  colors  are  reported  .to  be 
yellow,  white,  red,  and  light  brown.  None  has  been  seen  by  the  author. 

GORDON,  GEORGIA  P.  O.  W.  CAMP 

GA-15 

FT.  OGLETHORPE,  GEORGIA  P.  0.  W.  CAMP 

GA-22 

STEWART,  GEORGIA  P.  0.  W.  CAMP 

GA-29 

The  above  are  all  reported  to  have  issued  some  form  of  special  scrip 
during  their  span  of  duty  as  Base  Camps.  None  has  been  seen  by  the 
author,  and  details  are  unknown. 

WHEELER,  GEORGIA  P.  0.  W.  CAMP 

GA-37 

Several  series  of  scrip  were  prepared  for  use  in  this  camp;  however, 
printers  and  background  information  are  not  available  at  this  time. 
The  following  tickets  have  been  reported: 

SCRIP  TICKETS 

No.  Denom.  Paper  Color  Serial  No.  Control  Letters 

37-101  1  ^  white  blue 

37-205  5  0  white  black 


HAWAII 


No.  Name  Base  Camp  Opened 

1  *Central  Pacific  -  7 /45 

♦Indicates  that  this  camp  is  known  to  have  issued  scrip. 


Closed  Population 

2/46  4,900-1 


CENTRAL  PACIFIC,  (HONOLULU)  HAWAII  P.  0.  W.  CAMP 


HAW-1 

The  Kansas  Bank  Note  Company  reports  that  15,000  booklets  of  scrip 
were  prepared  on  order  of  the  Moore  Business  Forms  Company  on 
February  13,  1946  for  delivery  to  this  camp.  None  has  been  reported 
to  date. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  according  to  Army  records,  this  camp 
supposedly  closed  some  time  during  February,  1946.  Was  scrip  ever  in 
use  in  this  camp,  and  was  this  the  only  series  that  was  prepared? 
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Superbly  Reprinted  . . 

"THE  PROVINCIAL  TOKEN- 
COINAGE  OF  THE  1 8TH 
CENTURY" 

by 

DALTON  &  HAMER 
$35.00 

(Dealer  discounts  available) 

publishers: 

A.  D.  HOCH 

Harvard  Road 
STOW,  MASS.  01775 

R.  S.  C RAISE 

15  Arbor  Rd. 

ROSLYN  HEIGHTS,  N.Y.  1 1577 


RECENT  FOREIGN  COINS 


Brunei  I,  5,  10,  20,  50*  1967,  unc .  1.60 

Denmark  10  kr  1968,  Wedding, 

choice  unc .  4.00 

Gibraltar  1967  crown,  unc.,  new  supply..  1.75 
Guyana  I,  5,  10,  25,  50*  unc., 

now  available .  2.00 

Israel  10  pounds  Victory,  unc . 6.50 

Kenya,  5,  10,  25,  50*,  I,  2  sh.  unc .  2.25 

Malaysia  5,  10,  20,  50,  I*  unc .  1.35 

New  Zealand-Bahama  mule,  2* 

1967,  au-unc  .  22.50 

Panama  I  Balboa  1966,  selected 

specimens,  unc .  7.00 

Rwanda  I,  5,  10  fr.,  unc.  now  available  1.50 
Singapore  I,  5,  10,  20,  50*,  plus 

$1 .00,  unc .  2.85 

So.  Korea  I,  5,  10  won  1967, 

usual  type,  unc . . . .  I  00 

Tonga  1967  regular  issue,  I* 

through  $,  unc... .  5.00 

Tonga  1967  Coronation,  20* 

through  $2.00,  unc .  12.50 

Uganda  1966  set  5,  10,  20,  50*, 

I,  2  sh.  unc .  2.00 

Guatemala  1967  set  I,  5,  10,  25*, 
usual  type,  unc . . . 1.00 


Please  write  for  -my  free  price  list  covering 
many  other  interesting  coins,  both  old  and 
new. 

LAUREN  BENSON 


CROWNS  &  MINOR 


Y4I  Unc 

. 30  Y42 

Unc  . 

.35 

Y43  Unc  . 

.40  Y52 

Unc  . 

.50 

Y52a  Unc 

.45  Y55-57  B  U 

1.50 

Algeria  Y2  F-VF 

1.25 

Y4-I0  BU 

...1.80 

Angola  Y27  1956 

B  U 

.50 

Argentina  Y30  X 

F . 

.  .40 

Y3I-33  BU 

. 1.00  Y34 

BU . 

.40 

Australia  Y36  1964  Unc 

.25 

Y37  BU  1 96 1 

.90  1963 . 

.50  1964 

.25 

Y38  BU  1962  .. 

. 75 

1963 

.50 

Y39  BU  1 962 

.  1.00 

1963  . . 

.75 

Y40  BU  1958  . 

. 2.00 

I960 

1.50 

1961 

1.50 

1963 

1.25 

Y46  1966  XF 

. 90 

BU . 

_ 1.15 

Austria  Y96/II2 

(10)  AU-BU  . 

.20.00 

Yl  II  Proof.  . 

4.00  Yl  12 

Proof . 

2.50 

Belgium  Y64  BU . 3.75  Y65  BU . 3.75 

Bermuda  Y2  B  U  .  2.00  Proof _ _ 9.00 

Bolivia  Y87-88  Unc . 1.25 

Y9 1 -9 1  a  Unc . 1.50  Y95-98  BU  . 65 

Brazil  Cl 90  VF-XF . 9.75 

Cl 94  VF-XF  ......9.75  C20I  VF-XF  ...  8.75 

The  above  trio  for . 25.00 


Y83  B  U 


.40 


Y84-86  BU . 65 


Br  Caribbean  Territories  Yl  BU .  . 50 


Brunei  1967  set  (5)  B  U 

Bulgaria  Y45  V  F . 

Y46-52  B  U 
Cambodia  Y 1 1  a- 1 3a  B 


U 


1.60 

3.50 

1.65 

1.00 


Cameroons  Y8-I2  B  U .  1.65 

YI3  B  U . 1.50 

Central  African  States  Yl  B  U . 1.75 

Ceylon  Y43-49  B  U . 1.75 

Chile  Y48  VF-XF . 12.50 

Y49  VF-XF  . 11.00  Y94  VF-XF  . 13.25 

The  above  trio  for . 34.00 

Y88-9I  Unc  . .2.00  YI02-04  AU  ....1.25 

China,  Empire  YI9  F-VF . 6.00 

China  Yl  la  VF-XF . 3.50 

YI9a  VF-XF . .....3.50  Y27  VF-XF  . 3.50 

The  above  trio  for . 10.00 

Chilhi  Province  Yll  VF . 5.00 

Formosa  Yl  1-14  B  U . 9.75 

Colombia  Y78-79  B  U . 1.25 

1967  set  (6)  B  U . 1.60 

Comoro  Islands  Y4-8  B  U . 1.40 

Costa  Rica  Y46  X  F .  .65 

Crete  Y9  V  F . 13.75 

Cuba  YI6  A  U  . 49.50 

Cyprus  Y35-39  B  U  . 2.75 

Y4I-45  B  U  . 2.25 

Czechoslovakia  YI3  XF-AU .  . 4.00 


YI4  BU  .  4.25 

Y4I  BU  3.25 

Y62-68  BU  1.65 

Denmark  Y64  Choice  B  U  . 

Y65  BU  3.75  Y73  B  U 

East  Africa  Y4I-42  B  U  . 


Y40  BU  ....  2.75 

Y42  BU .  . 5.00 

Y72  BU . 75 

6.00 
2.75 
.25 


FOREIGN  BILLS 


15  d iff  Worldwide .  1.00 

10  d iff  Chinese . 1-00 

30  d  iff  Chinese . . 3.25 

4  diff  Brazil  Crisp  Unc . 1-00 

11  diff  Brazil  Crisp  Unc . 4.00 


Minimum  order — $2.50 

30*  handling  on  orders  under  $5.00 

EDMUND  MOLZAN 


512-K  Putnam  Bldg. 
Davenport,  Iowa  52801 


3228  Fruitvale  Avenue 
Oakland,  California  94602 
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IDAHO 


No. 

Name 

Base  Camp 

Opened 

Closed 

Population 

1 

Aberdeen 

Rupert 

9/45 

11/45 

352 

2 

Rlackfoot 

Rupert 

i f 

if 

500-1 

3 

*Farragut 

2/45 

5/46 

748. 

4 

Filer 

Rupert 

5/45 

7/46 

350 

5 

Fort  Hall 

Rupert 

10/44 

10/44 

336 

6 

Franklin 

Rupert 

5/45 

7/46 

334 

7 

Idaho  Falls 

Rupert 

f 

a 

850  G  &  I 

8 

Nampa 

Rupert 

7/45 

12/45 

260 

9 

M arsing 

Rupert 

5/45 

1/46 

450 

10 

Pocatello 

Rupert 

10/45 

1/46 

407 

1  1 

Preston 

Rupert 

6/45 

12/45 

175 

12 

Rigby 

Rupert 

9/44 

11/44 

242 

13 

*Rupert 

10/44 

4/46 

2,768 

14 

Shelley 

Rupert 

10/45 

11/45 

385 

15 

Sugar  City 

Rupert 

10/45 

12/45 

244 

16 

Thomas,  Blackfoot 

Rupert 

10/45 

12/45 

298 

17 

Upper  Deer  Flat 

Rupert 

5/45 

11/45 

225 

18 

Wilder 

Rupert 

5/45 

1/46 

475 

^Indicates  that  this  was  a  temporary  camp  with  several  opening  and  closing  dates,  and  each 
time  for  only  a  few  weeks. 


indicates  that  this  camp  is  known  to  have  issued  scrip. 

FARRAGUT,  IDAHO  P.  0.  W.  CAMP 

IDA-3 

On  December  12,  1945,  the  Moore  Business  Forms  Company  ordered 
25,000  booklets  of  scrip  for  delivery  to  this  camp  through  the  Kansas 
Bank  Note  Company.  Was  this  the  only  issue  prepared  for  Farragut? 
None  has  been  reported  to  date. 

RUPERT,  IDAHO  P.  0.  W.  CAMP 


IDA-13 

On  April  2,  1946,  the  Kansas  Bank  Note  Company  printed  50,000  book¬ 
lets  of  tickets  for  the  Moore  Business  Forms  Company  to  be  delivered 
to  this  camp.  The  booklet  denominations  are  unknown  and  it  is  also 
unknown  whether  or  not  this  was  a  new  series,  or  a  continuation  of 
one  already  in  use.  See  note  on  Camp  closing  date. 

The  following  tickets  have  been  verified,  but  it  is  unknown  who  pre¬ 
pared  them  or  when  they  were  used. 

SCRIP  TICKETS 


*  m  .  f 

.  ■  ■■■  . 


Prisoner  of  War 

Camp  Canteen 

<§ 

a  m 

Rupert.  Io.aho 

♦ 

m  lUB 

34844 

nrOf 

IHOTGOOOII" 

DETACHES 

aniHSnBBli 


No. 

Denom. 

Paper 

Color 

Serial  No. 

Control  Letters 

13-101 

n 

white 

blue 

red 

none 

13-105 

It.  blue 

blue 

red 

none 

13-110 

10<t 

rose 

blue 

red 

none 

13-125 

yellow 

blue 

red 

none 
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ILLINOIS 


No. 

Name 

Base  Camp 

Opened 

Closed 

Population 

1 

Arlington  Heights 

Sheridan 

4/45 

5 . 46 

250 

2 

Des  Plaines 

Sheridan 

7  /45 

8/45 

212 

3 

*Ellis 

— 

8/43 

3/46 

2,052 

4 

Eureka 

Ellis 

it 

§ 

55 

5 

Gibson  City 

Ellis 

5/45 

10/45 

161 

6 

*Grant 

8/43 

5/46 

1,669 

7 

Hampshire 

Grant 

tf 

if 

113 

8 

Hoopeston 

Ellis 

10/45 

1 1  /  45 

549 

9 

Joliet 

Sheridan 

7/45 

10/45 

370 

10 

Lanark 

Grant 

tf 

tf 

172 

11 

Mayo  GH 

Ellis 

tf 

tt 

643 

12 

Milford 

Ellis 

i f 

tf 

103 

13 

Pine 

Sheridan 

4/45 

5/46 

166 

14 

Pomona 

Ellis 

3/45 

9/45 

198 

15 

*Ft.  Sheridan 

— 

10/44 

5/46 

1 ,569 

16 

Skokie  Valley 

Sheridan 

3/45 

10/45 

395 

17 

Sycamore 

Grant 

# 

tf 

272 

18 

Thornton 

Sheridan 

1  /45 

2/46 

351 

19 

Washington 

Ellis 

11/44 

7/45 

232 

20 

Waterloo 

Ellis 

ft 

103 

ft  Indicates  that  this  was  a  temporary  camp,  having  several  opening  and  closing  dates,  and  each 
time  for  only  a  few  weeks. 

indicates  that  this  camp  is  known  to  have  issued  scrip. 


(To  be  continued) 


Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt . . .  efficient 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 

East  or  West  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003)  :  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamercy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005)  :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 

Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 

Hutzlor’* 

Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 

Chevy  Case 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 

Chicago 
Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 

H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 

Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Dallas 

Sanger  Harris 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 
Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 

Indianapolis 

L.  S.  Ayres 

Los  Angeles 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 


Minneapolis 
Dayton's 
New  Orleans 
Maison  Blanche 
Newport  Beach 
J.  W.  Robinson 
New  York 
Gimbels 
Omaha 
Brandeis 
Panorama  City 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Paramus 
Gimbels 
Pasadena 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Philadelphia 
Gimbels 
Pittsburgh 
Kaufmann's 


Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 

Richmond 

Thalhimers 

St.  Louis 
Famous-Barr 
San  Antonio 
Joske's 
San  Diego 
May  Co. 

San  Francisco 
The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward 
&  Lothrop 
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VATICAN  CITY  SETS 

Beautifully  designed  Official  Vatican  Religious  Sets,  each  coin  portrays  a  different  Bibli¬ 
cal  scene  or  ecclesiastical  personage — all  Choice  Uncirculated  and  in  Original  Cases. 
Ask  for  List  of  other  Year  Sets.  Also,  List  any  Sets  "with  Gold",  minor  Sets  1929-1949, 
1958-1962  and  1939  Sede  Vacante  that  you  may  wish  to  sell.  Buy  on  Lay-Away  Flan. 
Write  for  details. 


SETS  WITH  100  LIRE  GOLD 

1929  Pope  Pius  XI  Set  (9):  I  to  10  Lire 

plus  100  Lire  Gold . .  179.00 

1940  Pope  Pius  XII  Set  (9):  I  to  10  Lire 

plus  100  Lire  Gold  . .  199.00 

1948  Pope  Pius  XII  Set  (5):  I  to  10  Lire 
plus  100  Lire  Gold . .  .  149.00 

1950  Pope  Pius  XII  Holy  Year  Set  (5):  I 

to  10  Lire  plus  100  Lire  Gold  159.00 

1951  Pope  Pius  XII  Set  (5):  I  to  10  Lire 

plus  100  Lire  Gold .  225.00 

1958  Pope  Pius  XII  Set  (9):  I  to  500  Lire 

plus  100  Lire  Gold .  149.00 

1959  Pope  John  XXIII  Set  (9):  I  to  500 

Lire  plus  100  Lire  Gold.  Only  Pope 
John  Set  with  Gold.  Rare  .  395.00 

SPECIAL — Above  seven  (7)  sets,  which 
is  a  Complete  Type  Set  1,395.00 

Complete  Set  of  the  Seven  (7)  100 
Lire  Gold  coins  only.  In  Deluxe  Plas¬ 
tic  Holder.  Lists  $1,725.00.  Only  1,295.00 


MINOR  SETS  (No  Gold) 

Following  Sets  in  Cards — Scarce  thus. 

1950  Pius  XII  Holy  Year  Set  (4):  I  to  10 
Lire  . 14.75 

1962  Pope  John  Ecumenical  Set  (8):  I 

to  500  Lire  .  18.75 

POPE  PAUL  VI  SETS 

1963  Set  (8):  I  to  500  Lire  19.00 

1964  Set  (8):  Similar..  11.00 

1965  Set  (8):  New  Type  8.95 

1966  Set  (8):  Another  New  Type  7.95 

1967  Set  (8):  Still  another  New  Type  5.50 

SPECIAL— Above  Five  (5)  Sets  45.75 

1965-1966-1967,  each  a  diff.  Type.  20.75 

1968  Set  (8):  Due  in  May.  Advance 

order  price  4.95 

SEDE  VACANTE 

1958  500  Lire,  Issued  upon  death  of 

Pope  Pius  XII . 5.65 

1963  500  Lire.  Upon  death  of  Pope 

John  XXIII  .  4.35 

LeLoux's  "Coinage  of  the  Republic  of  San  Marino  and  the  State  of  Vatican  City"..  $2.00 

C  H  O  ICE  CROWN  SPEC  I A  L  S 


Grading  Symbols:  BP — Brill.  Proof,  PL — Proof-Like,  all  others  BU 


AUSTRALIA  1967  *BP  Write 

Gem  BU,  1st  strike  . . .  SI  1.50 

AUSTRIA  1967  50  Schillings  BP,  Strauss' 

Blue  Danube  Waltz . 3.15 

1967  25  Schillings,  BP,  250th  Anniv.  of 
Maria  Theresa's  birth _  1.95 

BAHAMASI966  Massive  $5  Crown  16.75 

BERMUDA  1959  Crown  Gem  BU,  in 

Plastic,  with  Historical  List _  14.50 

1964  Crown  PL,  in  Case .  6.95 

DENMARK  I960  5  Kroner,  25th  Anniv. 

of  Wedding  of  King  and  Queen .  4.95 

1964  5  Kroner,  Wedding  of  Princess 
Anne-Marie  and  King  Constantine  3.75 

1967  10  Kroner,  Wedding  of  Princess 
Margarethe  and  Prince  Henrik. 

Gem  BU  .  3.95 

1968  10  Kroner,  Wedding  of  Princess 

Benedikte  and  Prince.  Gem  BU .  3.95 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  1963  Peso  14.50 

FINLAND  1967  10  Markkaa  Commem¬ 
orative  . 3.75 

GHANA  1953  10  Shillings,  Gem  Proof, 
in  box  .  9.95 


GIBRALTAR  1967  Crown,  in  Plastic 


1.95 


GREAT  BRITAIN  I960  Crown  BP,  in 

Plastic  . 

GREECE  1964  30  Drachma!,  Wedding 
Crown  of  King  Constantine  and  Prin¬ 
cess  Anne-Marie.  Select  BU . 

IRELAND  1966  10  Shillings  $1.95,  Nice 

ISRAEL  1967  £5  Eilat...  . 

Above.  Brilliant  Proof. 

1967  10  Pound  "Victory"  Gem 

Above.  Brilliant  Proof . 

JERSEY  1966  Crown,  BP 
Pair  of  above  in  case 

LESOTHO  1966  Crown,  Select  BU . 

MALAWI  1966  Crown,  BP,  in  case . 

MONACO  1966  10  Francs,  10th  Anniv. 
of  Princess  Grace  and  Prince  Rainier, 

Gem,  1st  strike.  In  Plastic . 

NEW  ZEALAND  1967  Crown.  Select 

BU  . 

PANAMA  1966  Crown.  Select  BU 
PHILIPPINES  1967  Peso,  25th  Anniv. 

of  Bataan.  Select  BU,  1st  strike  . 

SHARJAH  1964  5  Rupees,  Pres.  Ken¬ 
nedy  Issue  .  . 

SPAIN  1966  100  Pesetas,  Franco  BU 

Nice  BU  . 

ZAMBIA  1965  5  Shillings  BP,  in  Case 


14.50 


3.25 

2.75 

8.95 

26.50 

8.50 

22.50 

6.95 

12.50 

13.50 

6.50 


8.00 

3.25 

5.95 

3.25 

5.65 

2.95 

3.65 
6.75 


FLASH — Guyana  1967  Proof  Set  (5).  In  case . 10.00 

Similar  Set,  Brilliant  Unc.  No  case .  1.50 

Send  Stamp  for  Bargain  Lists  of  U.S.  Coins,  Currency  and  Other  World  Coins. 
Minimum  Order  $5.00.  Add  50c  if  less  than  $25.00.  Nebraskans  add  Sales  Tax. 
Buy  " Where  you  get  the  Best  for  Less — at  Bebee's,  where  else! 


>H0WH*  XffffS sionA 

(nUMISMM 
rr  "v\1*»)iid-in*/ 

[  tBPOKMUTT 


QJils,  llVC. 


"PRONTO  SERVICE" 


4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402.  451-4766) 


Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 


Modern  World  Coins 


The  7th  edition  of  one  of  the  tril¬ 
ogy  of  Whitman  coin  publications 
that  has  become  the  definitive 
authority  on  world  coins.  The 
3  books  are: 

Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850 
Modern  World  Coins  (shown  here) 

Current  Coins  of  the  World 

This  latest  edition  of  Modern 
World  Coins  by  R.  S.  Yeoman  con¬ 
tains  more  than  the  usual  number 
of  revisions,  including  new  dis¬ 
coveries,  and,  in  many  cases, 
greatly  improved  illustrative  ma¬ 
terial.  For  the  first  time,  condition 
is  specified  for  each  of  the  values 

MMnw^Thrn  Wo7d  Coir15  covers  lhe  approximate  century  of  1850- 
1964  With  the  new  Current  Coins  of  the  World  covering  primarily  issues 

of  the  penod  since  then  512  pages  packed  with  information.  At  your 

dealer's  and  other  stores.  $5.00.  No.  9053.  y 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  CO./  Subsidiary  of 


Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Racine,  Wis. 


